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by Ronald S. Kraybill 
9 A family business partnership goes sour. Several members leave the 
partnership. Others remain and struggle to prevent bankruptcy and foreclo-
sure. With creditors clamoring for money, the remaining members press 
those who left—now successful in other pursuits—to share responsibilityfor 
the old debts. Those who left refuse on the grounds that they never received 
compensation for equipment left in the business, nor for a reputation of 
good craftsmanship built up over many years. The parties prepare to file 
suit—and countersuit—in court. 
# A Christian landlord is charged with inadequate housing maintenance. A 
group of social workers, many of them also Christians, publicly call him 
"irresponsible" and release a list of grievances. The landlord denies the 
charges, points out that many of the grievances are petty, and insists he has 
no option if he is to serve the community by remodelling houses. Both sides 
begin lining up political and legal force to strengthen their case. 
# Two Christian farmers owned adjoining properties. One farmer decided 
to sell housing lots and consequently changed the path of water drainage. 
Water now ran with considerable velocity into the second farmer's field, 
eroding his soil. The secondfarmer complained to friends and made a few 
feeble attempts to discuss the situation with his neighbor. When he received 
defensive replies, he concluded his neighbor was determined to avoid chang-
ing the situation. He badgered the county agent to compel his neighbor to 
adjust the water flow and began consulting lawyers. 
2 
How to respond when Christians dis-
agree? The problem is as old as the 
church. Both Jesus and Paul faced con-
tention among early believers, and Paul 
himself was not above a bit of inter-
personal strife, as evidenced by his sharp 
disagreement with Barnabas in Acts 15. 
But both Jesus and Paul had answers 
to churchly conflicts. More accurately, 
they pointed to one answer with differ-
ing applications: Take up disagree-
ments openly and directly with another 
believer, and if you can't agree, draw on 
the resources of other believers to help 
you resolve things. (See Mt. 18,1 Cor. 6, 
Phil. 4.) 
The problem is, how do you involve 
other believers? Who will mediate? Who 
initiates the process? Who has compe-
tence to deal with conflicts in specialized 
areas? Often Christians have found it 
easier either to ignore conflict or, when 
desperate, to proceed through the secu-
lar adversary court system. 
Recent years have seen a growing 
interest in applying the teachings of 
Jesus and the Apostle Paul in ways rele-
vant to the practical realities of congre-
gational life today. The incidents above 
are drawn from the experience of the 
Mennonite Conciliation Service, estab-
lished by MCC U.S. Peace Section in 
1979 to support the "ministry of reconcil-
iation" in conflicts of a variety of kinds. 
Models of perfect reconciliations, 
those cases cited above? No, but they 
provide a useful overview of practical 
options available to any congregation 
faced with conflict between individuals, 
yet committed to resolving them—in the 
spirit of Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 
6—within the fellowship of believers. 
Mediation and arbitration have proven 
their effectiveness in disputes such as 
these, and increasingly a "third-party" 
approach is being used to resolving 
conflicts. 
Mediation between individuals 
In the case of the farmers, a local 
mediator met with each party on sepa-
rate occasions. He arranged for a soil 
conservation agent to be present at the 
mediation session in order to provide 
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perspective on fair expectations from 
each side, and to suggest possible solu-
tions. 
Both parties were reluctant to meet 
face-to-face; both were convinced dis-
cussion would be futile. The mediator 
worked hard to remind both sides that 
despite appearances, neither intended to 
harm the other. 
By the time the mediation session 
occurred, the mediator had a sense for 
where some of the misunderstandings 
had developed and helped to highlight 
those incidents. With the air beginning 
to clear at last, the two neighbors agreed 
that a solution would require only minor 
adjustments. They decided to ask the 
soil conservation agent to examine the 
situation and jointly recommend a solu-
tion—which the owner of the develop-
ment promised to implement. 
A mediation panel for more complex 
issues 
In the dispute involving landlords and 
social workers, an initial mediation ses-
sion was set up involving three media-
tors acceptable to both sides. After each 
side had presented their case, it became 
clear that the issues were complex and 
not easily negotiable. It was agreed to 
appoint an advisory mediation panel 
which would meet periodically with the 
landlord and the social workers to ensure 
that the social workers could air their 
concerns directly, and to allow the land-
lord opportunity for discussing remodel-
ling priorities on an on-going basis with 
tenants and social workers. 
The MCS central office received the 
initial request for assistance in this case. 
Both sides agreed in phone calls to meet 
with mediators, if provided. The MCS 
central office located mediators in the 
area and provided counsel before the 
first mediation session. From that point, 
the local mediators continued the pro-
cess. 
Arbitration—Different than mediation 
In the case involving a family partner-
ship, the mediator and the parties de-
cided that arbitration would be the best 
solution. 
In mediation, the parties themselves 
hammer out a solution, with the media-
tor serving as a facilitator and go-
between. The parties continually modify 
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the proposals under discussion until 
everyone is satisfied the best solution 
has been reached. 
In arbitration, the third-party arbitra-
tors make a decision which both parties 
have agreed in advance to accept. Both 
sides make presentations supporting 
their case. The arbitrators listen and ask 
questions until they feel satisfied they 
can make an informed decision. That 
decision then becomes binding upon 
both sides. 
Usually it is best to attempt mediation 
first—everyone will be happier if they 
themselves have had a hand in creating 
the decision. The only advantage of 
arbitration is that it guarantees a solu-
tion where mediation may fail. 
There is an option combining the two 
alternatives. Mediation/arbitration be-
gins by attempting mediation. It is 
agreed, however, that after a specified 
number of hours or mediation sessions, 
if a solution has not been reached, the 
mediator will become an arbitrator. At 
that time, he or she proposes a fair solu-
tion which becomes binding upon both 
parties. 
A variation on arbitration is final 
offer arbitration. Here each side pre-
sents the case to agreed-upon arbitrators 
as in a normal arbitration procedure. 
However, instead of the arbitrators pro-
ducing the solution, each party prepares 
in writing what he believes to be a fair 
solution. The arbitrators then select 
from the two proposals the one they feel 
to be the fairest. This forces each side to 
be reasonable and balanced in their 
proposal—otherwise the opponent's pro-
posal may be selected! 
An arbitration panel 
Thus, in this particular business dis-
pute among Christians, mediation was 
first attempted. Mediation bogged down, 
however, after several sessions, and one 
party began preparing for a lawsuit. 
After discussing the situation at length 
with the mediator, however, and being 
reminded of the tremendous psycholog-
ical, spiritual, and economic costs of a 
court battle, the parties agreed to com-
mit themselves to arbitration. Two local 
business people were selected to join the 
mediator in forming a three-person arbi-
tration panel. 
Each side was asked to summarize on 
paper their own position. The arbitra-
tors studied the papers in advance and 
met once with each side to ask addi-
tional questions. In addition to propos-
ing a compromise solution, now binding 
on both parties, the arbitrators over-
came a major obstacle to long-term 
reconciliation by assisting the family mem-
bers still running the partnership in con-
solidating their outstanding debts. 
Resources for conflicts— 
a part of church life 
Individuals with skills necessary in 
mediation exist in virtually every church 
community. Business people, adminis-
trators, ministers, and many lay people 
possess the communication and organ-
izing skills essential to peacemaking. In 
many communities, small local "Con-
ciliation Service" groups are forming. 
These consist of committed lay and pro-
fessional people who form a network 
available as mediators to others. When a 
dispute arises, the disputing parties either 
contact the local Conciliation Service 
group or the Conciliation Service office 
in Akron, PA. We in turn help set up a 
mediation session drawing on members 
of our network from in or near the 
community concerned. 
Dealing with con f l i c t -
key to God's presence 
It is not wrong to disagree. Scripture 
and church history, in fact, suggest that 
some of the best of God's good gifts 
occur in conflict. Examples are many. In 
4 
Acts, only strong disagreement in the 
early church about the presence of Gen-
tiles brought the elders of Jerusalem to 
accept Gentiles into the church on the 
basis of Jesus' saving grace, not on the 
basis of conformity to Jewish custom 
and law. 
Or consider church doctrines. The 
doctrines of the Trinity, the doctrines of 
the meaning of Christ and human 
nature—these and other Christian doc-
trines developed only after intense and 
even bitter disagreement. Conflict pro-
vides an arena particularly suited for 
guidance from God. 
While conflict can bring God's good 
gifts, however, it can also bring aliena-
tion and evil. Every example of revela-
tion following conflict can be matched 
with a counter-example in which con-
flict brought lasting chaos. What deter-
mines the outcome of conflict? 
Scripture holds the key for Chris-
tians. It is not wrong to disagree, but it is 
wrong to conduct conflict outside a 
Christian framework which involves 
other believers in a peacemaking role if 
the disputing parties cannot agree. "Ap-
point yokefellows," Paul urged in Phi-
lippians 4 when two women were at 
odds. "Isn't there one brother among 
you wise enough to (mediate)?" he in-
quired insistently in I Corinthians 6. 
Matthew 18 is the well-known foun-
dation for the ministry of mediation 
among believers. What Christians have 
long overlooked in this chapter, how-
ever, is the clear promise of Jesus' pres-
ence in conflicts where Christian media-
tors work in his name. "Where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them," were his words. 
This assurance is not a blank check 
promising anything a little band of faith-
ful may desire. The chapter in which this 
sentence occurs deals with conflicts and 
human relationships, not with gratifying 
saintly wishes. Further, the phrase "two 
or three gathered" is a phrase familiar 
from Old Testament usage, where it 
indicates an acceptable quorum of wit-
nesses for adjudicating a dispute (see 
Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Heb. 10:28). 
Rather, the promise is that where 
believers commit themselves to resolv-
ing disagreement with the help of other 
Christians, God is present in a special 
way. The church that takes seriously the 
task of providing a forum for resolving 
disputes in a faith setting will experience 
the presence of Christ. Look for a re-
newal of congregational life in those 
places where Christians are rediscover-
ing the ministry of reconciliation. • 
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Sisters and Brothers Joel Kauffmann 
It's easy to be a peacemaker when it comes to loving 
the enemy our nat ion is at war wi th , or work ing at reconci l ing 
the oppressed in our society. What's tough is applying 
those same principles when a neighbor plows his f ield 





by William L. Poteet 
A stack of letters lay on the desk 
awaiting my signature before being drop-
ped into the mail. Hurriedly I glanced 
down a page of neatly typed copy on 
crisp white stationary—a note to an 
evangelist friend inviting him to our 
church to hold a meeting—when sud-
denly my eyes were drawn back to the 
salutation. To my chagrin I realized it 
was addressed not "Dear Brother," but 
"Dear Bother." 
Just a simple typographical error, to 
be sure. No malicious intent was in-
volved, nor was it a "Freudian slip." The 
brother to whom the letter was addressed 
is a fine Christian for whom I have the 
greatest respect and the deepest appreci-
ation. But it did remind me that there 
are occasions, all too frequent, I'm 
afraid, when a brother becomes a bother. 
There were times in my boyhood 
when I fit that mold exactly and was a 
thorn in the flesh for my older brother, 
like the time he took me to my first 
minor league baseball game. My inces-
sant questions about everything and 
everybody around us drove him nearly 
to distraction, and I'm sure to this day 
he never knew whether the Harrisburg 
Patriots or the York White Roses won 
the game. Or how about when his seven-
year-old brother Billy monopolized the 
conversation for an entire evening with 
the girl he'd brought home to meet the 
folks! 
In the family of God this is also a 
classic problem that often divides church-
es and destroys people. What a sad 
experience to watch the disintegration 
of a relationship as Satan drives wedges 
March 1984 
between Christians! Is it any wonder the 
Apostle John cautions us, "Little chil-
dren, let us stop just saying we love peo-
ple; let us really love them, and show it 
by our actions" (I John 3:18, Living 
Bible)? 
While yet in the Upper Room with 
the Master, the disciples experienced the 
rending blows of the Devil's devisive 
activity. Luke tells us "a dispute arose 
among them as to which of them was 
considered to be the greatest" (Luke 
22:24). Even following the Resurrection, 
the irrepressible Peter was agitated be-
cause John tagged along as the big 
fisherman and the Lord walked by the 
seashore. At that moment, for Peter, 
John was a pest instead of a partner. 
The missionary team of Paul and 
Barnabas was dissolved by irreconcila-
ble differences over John Mark, Barna-
bas' cousin. Paul viewed the desertion of 
the fledgling missionary as a fault with-
out excuse and refused him a chance to 
redeem himself. But Paul was man 
enough to recognize his hasty judgment 
and to correct his error. "Get Mark and 
bring him with you," he later told 
Timothy, "because he is helpful to me in 
my ministry" (II Timothy 4:11). 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
spoke of three instances when a brother 
becomes a bother. He gives us the rea-
sons for this occurence and the solution 
to the difficulty as well. 
A brother becomes a bother, first 
of all, when the problem lies within me. 
In Matthew 5:21-22, Jesus depicts the 
seething cauldron of pent-up emotions 
that, without warning, spews forth a 
torrent of anger, rage, hostility and mal-
ice. The emphasis here is not on the 
effect of my words or my emotions upon 
my brother, but on me. 
One psychiatrist estimates that as 
many as 97 percent of his patients who 
have ulcers have them because of anger. 
One of his first questions to them is 
"Who are you mad at?" "Ironically," he 
adds, "they usually end up getting mad 
at me!" 
Dale Carnegie tells of watching a 
grizzly bear feeding in Yellowstone Park. 
As a group of tourists looked on, the 
huge grizzly, which could have whipped 
any animal in the West, allowed a lowly 
skunk to eat nearby. He surely resented 
the skunk's presence and would like to 
have paid him back for his brazen 
impudence, but he knew the high cost of 
getting even! If folks really understood 
the high price paid for pent-up anger, 
bitterness and hatred, they would surely 
seek some remedy for it. 
The cleansing power of the Holy 
Spirit is required to deal with the root 
cause of anger, the carnal nature, and to 
assure continued victory over it in the 
Christian life. The beginning point is to 
recognize the enemy within. I must 
come to the place where I realize, as the 
old Negro spiritual declares: 
Not my brother, not my sister, 
But it's me, O Lord, 
Standing in the need of prayer. 
Not the preacher, not the deacon, 
But it's me, O Lord, 
Standing in the need of prayer. 
It's me, it's me, it's me, O Lord, 
Standing in the need'of prayer, 
next page, please 
5 
When q "brother" 
becomes o "bother" 
(from page 5) 
Sometimes a brother becomes a bother 
when he is the source of the problem, 
but I am a contributing factor and a 
necessary part of the solution. Jesus 
declares, in Matthew 5:23-24, that 
though my brother is at fault, I must 
initiate forgiveness, healing and restor-
ation. 
No clearer example of this is given in 
Scripture than that of Jesus attempting 
to reach and reclaim Judas, even in the 
last hours before his death. Contrary to 
the popular conception, William Bar-
clay suggests Jesus and the disciples 
shared the Last Supper reclining on 
their left sides on couches around the 
outside of a low U-shaped table. 
The biblical accounts make it clear 
Judas was in a position in which Jesus 
could speak to him privately without 
being overheard. Barclay contends Judas 
must have been to Jesus' left, the place 
of honor reserved for the host's most 
intimate friend. Jesus' head would have 
been in Judas' breast and Christ made 
love's last appeal to his wayward fol-
lower, even though Judas was the one at 
fault, not the Savior. 
Thus for Jesus, forgiveness is not a 
50-50 proposition, no meeting halfway 
on a swinging bridge to work it out (or 
to slug it out). If a wrong, real or 
imagined, is keeping my brother from 
spiritual victory, I am responsible to see 
it corrected to the degree I am able. 
Often identifying the precipitator of a 
division is a rather insignificant issue. 
The Corinthians were divided as to 
which preacher they preferred. But the 
reconciliation Jesus referred to as being 
necessary before my gift is acceptable to 
God involves "mutual concession after 
mutual hostility." There is no place for a 
whining "If I've done anything to hurt 
you" in such a restoration. 
A third set of circumstances which 
causes a brother to become a bother is 
when my ability to see or perceive things 
objectively is adversely affected. In Mat-
thew 7:3-5, Jesus uses hyperbole in over-
stating the case to make a point. The 
idea of a man with a tiny speck in his eye 
being aided by someone with a tele-
phone pole or an eight-foot two-by-four 
protruding from his own eye is so ridicu-
lous that we immediately get the Lord's 
message. 
Yet there are less obvious spiritual 
"eye difficulties" that affect our vision 
daily. Sometimes differences with a 
brother are heightened by viewing them 
through jaundiced eyes, our vision 
colored by prejudice or envy. Myopic 
vision, or nearsightedness, prohibits us 
from seeing the big picture, the distant 
view. We can only see what is in our 
immediate line of sight. We can suffer 
from tunnel vision (a blindness to things 
on the periphery), night and snow blind-
ness (our ability to see hindered by too 
little or too much light), or from spirit-
ual cataracts which give a blurred and 
distorted image to things. 
Erwin Lutzer of the Canadian Revival 
Fellowship tells of two brothers, Sam 
and Arnold, who had been feuding for 
thirteen years. Although both were ac-
tive members of the same church in Sas-
katoon, Saskatchewan, they had not 
spoken to each other in two years! If 
Arnold walked down one aisle of the 
church, Sam walked out the other. The 
bitterness that separated them grew out 
of their mutual involvement in the music 
program of the church and their differ-
ences in ideas, tastes and their evalua-
tion of each other's abilities. Their ani-
mosity toward each other was so skill-
fully masked, however, that some folks 
in the church were unaware that the 
hostility existed. 
When the great Canadian revival 
began in October 1971, the pastor and 
some laymen cornered the brothers and 
tried to counsel and pray with them in 
the church basement following a service. 
But when Sam finally asked Arnold for 
forgiveness, he was rebuffed. "Well, it's 
about time!" Arnold snapped at his 
brother. 
But the pastor was determined not to 
let them go with the issue unresolved. As 
the men prayed, the Holy Spirit broke 
through. Arnold began to weep and 
pray, loud enough to be heard in the 
sanctuary, and sometime later the two 
men emerged, hand-in-hand, hugging, 
kissing and laughing to meet their rejoic-
ing families. The next evening the rec-
onciled brothers sang a duet and revival 
descended! 
In Matthew 5 Jesus links happiness 
and holiness; the chapter begins with a 
recital of the beatitudes and ends with 
the imperative, "Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect" (Mat-
thew 5:48). True happiness finds its 
source and its end in holiness. The only 
lasting solution to the brother-bother 
dilemma is holiness of heart and life. • 
A frequent contributor to the Visitor, Wil-
liam Poteet lives in Bernie, Mo. 
Support 
With Senator Charles McC. Mat-
thias, Jr. (R, Maryland) joining Senator 
Mark O. Hatfield (R, Oregon) to co-
sponsor the World Peace Tax Fund in 
the United States Senate, there is grow-
ing support for this bill which has special 
interest to Christians who are conscien-
tiously opposed to supporting war. In 
the House of Representatives, there has 
also been a sharp increase in support 
since the new House took office in Jan-
uary 1983. As of this writing, there are 
47 representatives who have agreed to 
co-sponsor the bill. 
The World Peace Tax Fund is pro-
posed as a legal way for conscientious 
objectors to war to divert the military 
portion of their federal income taxes to 
specific peaceful uses. Since such a large 
portion of the United States federal 
income tax goes to support military 
activities, passage of this bill could be a 
significant boost to peaceful initiatives. 
In Canada, a similar effort is underway, 
though the percentage of the budget 
which is used for the military is much 
lower. 
During World War I, some of our 
church members were imprisoned for 
their conscientious objection to military 
participation. The story of E. J. Swalm, 
a longtime Canadian bishop, is best 
known among us. In his book Nonre-
sistance Under Test, he describes his 
experience of being imprisoned for re-
fusing to join the Canadian army. In 
World War II, our governments for-
mally provided for alternative service 
for those conscientiously opposed to 
war. Scores of men, many with families, 
served at no salary in order to give this 
witness. Alternative service continues to 
be recognized by our governments as a 
legitimate expression of our opposition 
to war. 
Technological advancements, how-
ever, have significantly changed the 
methods of modern war-making. In 
1984, the human element is probably 
not as dominant or important as the 
financial one. Wars can be operated 
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grows for World Peace Tax Fund 
with less people because very sophisti-
cated machines can target massive de-
struction within a very short period of 
time. This is where the money factor 
becomes so important. In the United 
States, nearly one-half of the income tax 
money collected goes to directly support 
this military effort. Even though bodily 
participation in war is no longer neces-
sary because of alternate service provi-
sions, many Christians who are opposed 
to war are required to help pay for it 
with their tax money. Hence the need 
for an alternative like the World Peace 
Tax Fund. 
Those who are working actively on 
behalf of the World Peace Tax Fund 
believe that diverting the military por-
tion of the federal budget into more 
peaceful activities could make a signifi-
cant difference in our world. Under the 
right kind of leadership, such a shift 
could have as great an impact on the 
social structures of our day as the Wes-
leyan revival did in 18th century Eng-
land. Saving people from war so that 
they can hear about Christ's love would 
help us to fulfill the Great Commission. 
Fortunately, the Brethren in Christ 
have not been sitting on the sidelines 
waiting for this law to be passed. Our 
formal action of endorsement, taken at 
the 1982 General Conference at Azusa, 
California, has been communicated to 
appropriate governmental agencies. The 
Board of Administration has designated 
me to represent the church on a special 
task force of the Historic Peace Church-
es (Brethren, Mennonites and Quakers). 
The Commission on Peace and Social 
Concerns is providing specific leader-
ship. 
This leadership role is being exerted 
primarily in two congressional districts 
where there is a sizable Brethren in 
Christ population. (Other key districts 
are being handled by members of the 
other Historic Peace Churches.) These 
two districts are in Pennsylvania, and 
are represented by Bud Shuster (R, 9th 
district), and William Goodling(R, 19th 
district). Darrel Brubaker and Harriet 
Bicksler are attempting to help our 
churches and other Historic Peace 
Churches to convince these two con-
gressmen of the plight of conscientious 
objectors and to show how this law 
would foster religious freedom. It is not 
the intent to cut taxes, but to use the 
money now being used to prepare for 
and make war for more peaceful activi-
ties. 
What other ways can Brethren in 
Christ people get involved in helping to 
pass this legislation? If you live in Penn-
sylvania congressional districts 9 or 19, 
contact Darrel at (215) 649-4153 or 
Harriet at (717) 233-2359. To find out 
what is going on in your district, John 
Stoner's associate at the MCC Peace 
Section, Linda Schmidt, can help. Her 
phone number is (717) 859-1151. You 
can help make this law become a reality 
by writing to your U.S. Representative 
and Senators, visiting their offices, mak-
ing the issue public by writing letters to 
the editor of your local newspaper, etc. 
You can also keep informed of the status 
Wars can be operated with fewer people 
because sophisticated weapons can target 
massive destruction within a very short time. 
This is why the money factor becomes so important. 
by David P. McBeth 
of the bill by subscribing (at S3 a year) to 
the WPTF newsletter. Write to the 
National Campaign for a World Peace 
Tax Fund, 2121 Decatur PI. NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20008. 
In the meantime, some people are 
including statements of objection to 
paying war taxes when they file their 
income tax returns. Some are doing this 
also in connection with paying the fed-
eral excise tax on their telephone bills. 
(The telephone tax has traditionally 
been raised or lowered depending upon 
how much money was needed for war.) 
A few of our people have chosen not 
to pay that portion of their income tax 
which represents the military budget. 
They face prosecution by the Internal 
Revenue Service for refusing to pay for 
war. However, Christians of all times 
have been called upon to violate certain 
laws if these laws violate God's law. 
Those who disobey tax laws by refusing 
to pay for war usually place the money 
they withhold in a special escrow ac-
count pending passage of the World 
Peace Tax Fund, or they contribute the 
money to organizations which promote 
peaceful activities and meet human needs 
(such as the World Hunger Fund and 
the Mennonite Central Committee). 
We encourage you to pray for those 
who are giving leadership to this work. 
Pray that they may use good judgement 
as they lead and work with the members 
of Congress. Pray that the concerns and 
objections of Congress will be satisfac-
torily answered so that this law may be 
passed. We also encourage you to study 
the Scriptures in order to determine 
what your beliefs ought to be. This kind 
of study can lead you to greater obe-
dience to God's laws and provide checks 
against which you can judge your ac-
tions. • 
Dr. McBeth. Director of Stewardship and 
Finance USA, has been named by the Board 
of Administration to represent the general 
church on the New Call to Peacemaking 
Task Force on Taxes. 
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M ake every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one misses the grace of 
God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 
See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a 
single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. Afterward, as you 
know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could 
bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears. 
\ ou have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is 
burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to 
such a voice speaking words, so that those who heard it begged that no 
further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was 
commanded: "If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned." 
The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, "I am trembling with fear." 
you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city 
of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels 
in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written 
in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of 
righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and 
to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
Hebrews 12:14-24 
S A N C T I R E P 
S H A l 
by Darrel Brubaker 
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w E live in a world of imbalance. For some odd reason, human-ity is polarized, extrem-ist. People take sides— 
"right" or "left," East or West, Commu-
nist or Capitalist. Both sides, possessing 
perhaps part of the truth, claim absolute 
truth. 
The same phenomenon occurs in the 
Christian church. The "liberals" have in 
the past pursued peace and socialjustice 
while often ignoring holiness and evan-
gelism. The "conservatives" have pursued 
personal evangelism and holiness while 
often ignoring justice and peace. 
Who is right? Both. 
Who is wrong? Both. 
We are, as biblical Christians, to 
pursue peace—as well as holiness. Evan-
gelism—as well as justice for the poor 
and oppressed. To choose one and ig-
nore the others is to become imbalanced 
and extremist like our world. 
I believe that "peace" without holiness 
is hopeless; and that "holiness" without 
peace is worthless. 
Let's look first at holiness. Christian 
peacemaking, after all, requires sancti-
fied believers. 
Holiness involves, above all else, our 
relationship with God. We serve a holy, 
a pure, a sinless God. Because God is 
holy, then, we are called to holiness, to 
sanctification, to a life "set apart" from 
the world. 
Holiness is one of the themes of the 
book of Hebrews. Since this letter is 
somewhat unfamiliar, perhaps a brief 
background will be helpful. 
The book of Hebrews was probably 
written to Jewish Christians—sometime 
before the sack of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in A.D. 70. Facing persecution 
and disappointment, these Christian 
Jews were tempted to abandon their 
faith in Christ in favor of the familiar 
Jewish faith. The writer of the Hebrews 
letter says "No!" Jesus Christ is superior 
to the prophets, to the angels, to Moses 
himself. The New Covenant is superior 
to the Old. And, as Heb. 12:18-24 makes 
clear, the holiness of the New Covenant 
is superior to that of the Old. 
The Old Covenant is represented by 
Moses, the Lawgiver. Its pinnacle is Mt. 
Sinai, where God delivered the Law to 
the Israelites. A fascinating account of 
the event is found in Exodus 20:18-21: 
When the people saw the thun-
der and lightning and heard the 
trumpet and saw the mountain in 
smoke, they trembled with fear. 
They stayed at a distance and said 
to Moses, "Speak to us yourself 
and we will listen. But do not have 
God speak to us or we will die." 
Moses said to the people, "Do 
not be afraid. God has come to 
test you, so that the fear of God 
will be with you to keep you from 
sinning." 
The people remained at a dis-
tance, while Moses approached 
the thick darkness where God 
was. 
What was happening?! The Israelites 
were experiencing the holiness of God. 
God is so holy that the people of Israel 
stayed at a distance. Only Moses could 
approach the "thick darkness where 
God was" (vs. 21). The priests could get 
a bit closer than the people, and Aaron 
could get closer yet, but only Moses 
could approach God (see Exodus 19). 
Why? God is terrible in his holiness. 
We are terrible in our sinfulness. 
So in the Old Testament—the Old 
Covenant—certain special persons were 
"set apart" by God. Moses is the 
supreme example, he talked with God 
face to face . . . and lived! (Exodus 
33:11). 
Others throughout Jewish history 
were also unique and faithful servants. 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samu-
el and the prophets are all given as godly 
examples (See Hebrews chapter 11). 
The Israelites generally preferred a 
"charismatic" or Spirit-filled leader to 
guide the nation. 
- f UT what of the com-
mon person, the aver-
• ^ j f c age citizen? The com-
mon person, remember, 
"stayed at a distance" 
(Exodus 20:21). He or she was often 
content to let Moses, Aaron, the priests, 
the prophets, the leaders intercede with 
God. 
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The average person was not permit-
ted near the Holy God. And therein lies 
one of the major differences between the 
Old Covenant and the New. 
The New Covenant radically fulfills 
the Old. With Jesus, the Holy Spirit is 
no longer limited to certain charismatic 
leaders at certain times. The Spirit is not 
given only to a few prophets, priests and 
kings. The Holy Spirit is given to all. 
Chapter two of Acts tells of the Day 
of Pentecost when the Spirit was poured 
out upon all present. The tongues of fire 
came to rest upon "each" of them (vs. 3). 
"All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit . . ." (vs. 4). 
This is such a dramatic change that 
Peter cites it as the fulfillment of proph-
ecy. He proclaims, ". . . this is what 
was spoken by the prophet Joel" (vss. 
16-18): 
In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. 
Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men 
and women, 
I willpour out my Spirit in those 
days. . . . 
Notice the change. Not just old men, 
but young men also. Not even just men, 
but women as well. The Holy Spirit is 
given to all people who accept him. God 
is now abiding with his people. 
Note again vss. 22-24 of Hebrews 12. 
We have not come to Mt. Sinai, the Old 
Covenant, but to Mt. Zion, the New 
Covenant, ". . . the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, the city of the living God . . . to 
thousands upon thousands of angels in 
joyful assembly, to the church of the 
firstborn. . . ." 
How is all of this possible? Through 
Jesus, the mediator of a New Covenant. 
Through Jesus, the great High Priest. 
Through Jesus, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. 
Jesus has made true holiness possible. 
He has forgiven us,'and he will fill us 
with his Holy Spirit—each of us, all of 
us—if we let him. 
But how do we live holy lives? How 
do we "follow holiness"? The first thir-
teen verses of chapter 12 give us some 
clues: 
"Throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily besets . . . run 
with perseverance the race" (vs. 1). 
"Fix our eyes on Jesus" (vs. 2). 
"Struggle against sin" (vs. 4). 
"Endure hardship as discipline" (vs. 
7). 
"Strengthen your feeble arms and 
weak knees" (vs. 12). 
" 'Make level paths for your feet,' so 
that the lame may not be disabled, but 
rather healed" (vs. 13). 
"Make every effort . . . to be holy," 
and "to live in peace with all" (vs. 14). 
Both holiness and peace are neces-
sary! "Peace" without holiness is hope-
less. "Holiness" without peace is worth-
less. 
Holiness, again, means largely a right 
relationship with God. And peace means 
largely a right relationship with other 
persons. One cannot relate rightly to 
God while relating wrongly to others. 
We read in I John 4:19-20, "We love 
because he first loved us. If anyone says 
'I love God,' yet hates his brother, he is a 
liar." 
"God's holy love in us must extend to 
love for others—our "brother" first, but 
also our "neighbor." In the parable of 
the Good Samaritan, Jesus redefined 
neighbor to include even a national and 
religious enemy. In Romans 5:10, Paul 
reminds us that Christ died for you— 
and me—while we were still his enemies. 
It is hard enough for us to love our 
brothers and sisters at times, let alone 
our enemies, but we cannot ignore this 
teaching. We are to follow peace with 
all, as well as holiness. What does it 
mean to "make every effort to live in 
peace with all"? 
HAT did Jesus say 
about the matter? In 
Matthew 5:38-42 we 
read, "You have 
heard that it was said, 
'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' But I 
tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If 
someone strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. And if some-
one wants to sue you and take your 
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If 
someone forces you to go one mile, go 
Just as I cannot love God without loving my sisters and brothers, 
so I cannot truly love others without loving God. 
If my shalom—my peace—is not 
sanctified, it is not shalom. 
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with him two miles. Give to the one who 
asks you, and do not turn away from the 
one who wants to borrow from you." 
Remember that the "eye for eye and 
tooth for tooth" law (Exodus 21:23-25) 
was an improvement on what existed 
before. Revenge was the watchword. 
Look, for example, at Lamech's unlim-
ited retribution in Genesis 4:23-24: "La-
mech said to his wives, 'Adah and Zil-
lah, listen to me . . . I have killed a 
man for wounding me, a young man for 
injuring me. If Cain is avenged seven 
times, then Lamech seventy-seven 
times." The Mosaic law, "eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth" actually limited vio-
lence. It was certainly an improvement 
on the lawless Lamech. But Jesus goes 
beyond even the law of Moses. 
Read on in Matthew 5, "You have 
heard that it was said, 'Love your neigh-
bor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: 
Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous. If you love those 
who love you, what reward will you get? 
Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? And if you greet only your broth-
ers, what are you doing more than oth-
ers? Do not even pagans do that? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect" (vss. 43-48). 
This New Covenant radically fulfills 
the Old. We are not called to a life of 
revenge and retribution, but to a life of 
forgiveness and peace. 
For the Apostle Paul, a converted 
killer, these words of Jesus meant that 
"though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does. The weap-
ons we fight with are not the weapons of 
the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds 
. . ." (II Corinthians 10:3, 4). 
For us, as North American Christians 
in the latter part of the twentieth cen-
tury, it means that we care about our 
enemies as well as our friends. Jesus' 
words call us to choose life—rather than 
death—for the unborn, for the elderly, 
for the weak, for all of humankind (See 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20). It means, for 
example, that we care about a United 
States federal budget devoting at least 
1.5 trillion dollars in the next five years 
to the military. And it means, I believe, 
that we say "no" to more and more weap-
ons of mass destruction, whether weap-
ons of the East or West, North or South. 
The U.S. can already destroy at least 150 
million people in the Soviet Union . . . 
a holocaust fifteen times greater than 
Hitler's. The Soviet Union, of course, 
can also devastate North America. How 
can we, as Christians, say we love God 
when we hate our brother for whom 
Christ died? And how can we say we 
love our brother, when we are making 
plans (or supporting plans) to destroy 
him? 
^ OLLOWING peace, how-
ever, is not limited to ene-
mies in distant lands. I 
J L sometimes find it easier to 
"love" people I do not 
know in the Soviet Union than folks 
here at home who disagree with me. 
(You may have heard the saying, "I love 
mankind, it's people I can't stand!") 
That is why, for me at least, peace with-
out holiness is hopeless. Just as I cannot 
love God without loving my sisters and 
brothers, so I cannot truly love others 
without loving God. If my shalom—my 
peace—is not sanctified, it is not shalom. 
I believe we as Brethren in Christ 
genuinely desire to be biblical Chris-
tians. If so, we will not allow this world 
to squeeze us into its imbalanced mold. 
We will, instead, care about our rela-
tionships with others as well as with 
God. We will learn to love our enemies 
as well as our friends. We will pursue 
justice as well as evangelism. We will 
follow peace and holiness. 
And the Holy God of peace will be 
with us. • 
Darrel Brubaker is a senior at Eastern 
Baptist Seminary, near Philadelphia, Pa., 
and is administrative assistant to Ronald J. 
Sider. 




by Tim Giles 
Jesds (Ha-zoos) raced down a four-
lane highway across the narrow valley 
that cradles Caracas. As our Evangelism 
Explosion instructor, he was taking us 
on an evangelistic visit. Suddenly we 
found ourselves in a notorious Caracas 
traffic jam—nine lanes were merging 
into two to go through a tunnel. We 
took advantage of the stop and treated 
ourselves to some salty banana chips 
from hawkers circulating among the 
cars. Above the tunnel stretched a hill-
side covered with red brick squatters' 
shacks. "I wonder if they'll ever disap-
pear?" Jesiis mused. "No, I don't think 
so," he concluded to himself. "Too 
many people don't want to pay rent." 
Emerging from the tunnel, we drove 
into a section with older apartments that 
reminded me of so many gigantic, drab 
shoe boxes. Jesiis squeezed his car into a 
lot where taxi drivers were crawling 
under their jacked-up cars. Out of the 
sunlight we entered a dark passageway 
in a building and began to stumble up 
the unlit stairs. The darkness and the 
stench of urine made me wonder what 
we'd find behind the door. 
The door opened into a bright, clean 
home, and we were greeted by an equally 
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attractive middle-aged woman. "Another 
Caracas contrast," I thought to myself. 
"You never know what's coming next in 
this city." Jesiis, a man of purpose, did 
not waste any time coming to the point. 
"If you died tonight, are you sure you'd 
go to heaven?" Jesiis sensed some inse-
curity in her answer, so he asked if he 
could share with her how she could be 
certain about her future. "Yes," she re-
plied, "but wait." She went to the tele-
phone. "I have a friend who needs this 
too. Can she hear?" 
Soon there were two thirsty ladies 
drinking in the story of God's love and 
his offer of eternal life. In a moment, one 
was sure she had already accepted the 
Lord and the other, with tears on her 
cheeks, was praying to receive him. 
"Four million people can't all be 
wrong," I've thought to myself on occa-
sion. "What are all these people doing 
here in this little South American val-
ley?" As I've begun to understand the 
situation better, I see that most have 
been flocking here to take part in the 
fiesta (feast, party). Venezuela has been 
unusally blessed with the presence of oil 
within its borders. Especially since 
OPEC raised the oil prices in the 70's, 
Caracas has been the host of a huge 
fiesta celebrating the spoils of the sale of 
its oil. 
Brethren in Christ Missions and oth-
ers have been distributing invitations to 
another fiesta: the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb. We have seen that some are 
becoming weary of the fruitless chasing 
of pleasures and are seeing that Christ 
offers the satisfaction they have been 
craving. 
We as a family arrived a little more 
than a year ago and began the process of 
"getting our feet wet" and drying the wet 
area "behind our ears." I'd like to share 
with you a few of our discoveries in this 
fiesta city so that you can understand a 
little more of our church family's partic-
ipation in fulfilling the needs of Caracas. 
As we approached the city that first 
balmy night, the lights of the ranchos 
(squatters' shacks) twinkled like a gigan-
tic Christmas tree across the hills. We 
awoke next morning with anticipation 
and were immediately surprised by how 
pleasant the climate was. Although 
Caracas is only 10 degrees north of the 
equator and should be hot, it is a com-
fortable 3,000 ft. (915 m.) up in the 
mountains. With little variation the 
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average temperature is an almost perfect 
70° F (21° C) year round. Caracas' daz-
zling display of tropical flowers attests 
to its ideal climate. 
Once we were settled in Gord and 
Susie Gilmore's apartment in the suburb 
of Montalban, I became anxious to get 
out and meet some people. My first 
chance came when Gord took me to the 
bank to change my dollars into bolivars, 
the national currency. The bank was 
modern, the employees were well dressed, 
and there were no surprises until I tried 
to talk to someone. I then realized that 
Venezuelans have their own special 
brand of Spanish. There is as much dif-
Caracas, Venezuela: 
"You never know 
what's coming next 
in this city/' 
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ference in accent between Venezuelan 
Spanish and the Costa Rican Spanish 
that I was used to, as there is between 
Oxford English and the Texas drawl. 
My ears wilted under the onslaught at 
first, but after awhile, I began to enjoy 
their friendly, rapid-fire manner of 
speaking. 
I also quickly noticed that there is a 
very large variation in the physical 
appearance of the Venezuelans. Later, a 
new friend, Samuel, explained to me 
where his people came from racially. As 
with the best of the Americas, Venezuela 
was originally Indian territory. How-
ever, all this changed when Christopher 
Columbus arrived in 1498 and claimed 
Venezuela for Spain. As time passed 
and the need for laborers arose on the 
plantations, black Africans were import-
ed as slaves for work in the cocoa and 
sugar cane fields. So today the majority 
of Venezuelans are a thorough mixture 
of these three races: South American 
Indians, Spanish Europeans, and black 
Africans. 
Samuel pointed out another wave of 
immigration which influenced his back-
ground. After World War II, there was 
an influx of immigrants from Europe 
seeking opportunities that no longer 
existed in their battle-scarred countries. 
Samuel's mother came to Venezuela 
then from Spain, as did many from Italy 
and Portugal. More recently the fiesta 
has attracted many other hopefuls such 
as Colombians, Ecuadorians, and Carib-
bean Islanders. Altogether, Caracas has 
become a virtual melting pot of nations. 
This staggering variety was what kept 
me from identifying the typical Vene-
zuelan. 
It wasn't long before Gord had me 
behind the wheel of his Aspen, instruct-
ing me in the intricacies of getting 
around in the big city. Drivers here have 
several strikes against them, the main 
one being geography. Caracas is con-
fined to a valley which is 14 miles long 
(23 km.) and, at the most, 7 miles (11 
km.) wide. This potential space is often 
violated by fingers of the mountains jut-
ting into the city. This means two things 
to drivers: 1) The restricted space puts 
lots of cars on few roads—traffic jams. 
2) Roads do crazy things on the unpre-
dictable terrain—you have to know 
where you're going. However, Gord 
proved to be a good teacher, and al-
next page, please 
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Invitation to the Fiesta . . . 
(from page 13) 
though the mountains caused inconven-
iences in driving, they more than made 
up for it in their spectacular beauty. 
The mountains have also shaped the 
city in another way. This became evi-
dent as we followed Gord and Susie in 
our new little Fiat up a mountain where 
we could look out over the city. As we 
looked at the sea of brick and concrete 
that spread across the valley floor below 
us, three different trends emerged. Be-
cause of the limited space and the result-
ing high land prices, a large percentage 
of the population live in high-rise apart-
ment buildings. Montalban, where the 
Gilmores live, is a good example. It is a 
middle-class neighborhood almost entire-
ly composed of high-rise buildings. 
The second trend appeared to us as a 
blanket of brick red covering the hills 
that contain the city. The land that is too 
steep for conventional construction has 
been taken over by the poor, and on it 
they have built their huts or ranchos. 
Tightly crowded together, these little 
shacks are estimated to house about one 
third of the city's population. 
Of course, Caracas has its rich sec-
tions, too. Here the well-to-do live in 
their own houses on their own piece of 
the precious earth. Dotted among the 
trees were red brick Spanish-style roofs 
of homes where the fiesta was much 
more in evidence. It is ironic but true in 
this city: only the rich and the poor have 
their own homes. 
As we became acquainted with the 
physical aspects of Caracas, we were 
also discovering a more important facet 
of the city. Tourists usually visit a coun-
try to see the sights, and to enjoy the sun 
and the sea. Venezuela has all the things 
tourists look for, but a person would be 
cheated if that's all he experienced. We 
are convinced that the beauty of Vene-
zuela is in its people. The more we get to 
know people, the more we know this is 
true. 
A woman tapped me on the shoulder 
and warned, "Did you know that that 
man on the motorcycle tried to grab 
your wallet? Be careful!" I was walking 
down a street that bordered the ranchos 
in San Martin suburb. It was after dark 
and I was looking for a house where 
there was going to be a Bible study. A 
city pastor had kindly allowed me to 
attend this cell group of his church as a 
learning experience. 
At last, without any mishap, I was 
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ment and was introduced to Nancy, his 
wife, and his two small children. I 
learned that Antonio, the leader of the 
cell group, was a commercial artist. But 
of greater importance to him was that he 
was a trainer in Evangelism Explosion 
and a leader in the church. As well, he 
was always eager to use his artistic talent 
for the Lord. Antonio told me how the 
Lord had saved him four years ago. Like 
the majority of Venezuelans, he had 
been a nominal Catholic. Many profess 
Catholicism, but few practice it. That 
has all changed now and Antonio has 
purpose in his life. 
The group became a real high point in 
my week. I soon found myself an ac-
cepted member of their group and a 
recipient of lots of affection. Venezue-
lans tend to be outgoing, expressive 
people. When I would arrive, I would 
often be given a kiss by the older women 
and a bear hug by the men. Next, each 
one would inquire about Martha's well-
being and about how each of the chil-
dren were doing. Then, as the meeting 
progressed, they would turn their ex-
pressiveness toward God. I suspect that 
he was as pleased with it as I was. 
With the words of Samuel, Antonio's 
pastor, ringing in my ears, I pondered 
the plight of this great city. "We as evan-
gelicals are less than one percent of the 
population of Caracas. How can we 
make our tiny influence count to reach 
this city for Christ?" The words of our 
Lord flashes across my mind: "The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, there-
fore, to send out workers into his har-
vest field." Lord, please send out your 
workers with the news of the greater 
fiesta and gather in a great harvest to the 
glory of your name. Amen. • 
Tim Giles and his wife Martha entered 
Caracas in February 1983. They serve with 
Brethren in Christ Missions in a church-
planting ministry. 




It's not even 7:15a.m., but already the 
chatter of the typewriter breaks the 
quietness of this morning. No one seems 
to question anymore who that dedicated 
person is. They all know by now that 
God gave her the gift of dedication 
along with many other gifts when he 
created Mary Olive. 
Mary Olive Lady came to Zambia in 
1969 after serving 10 years at Navajo 
Mission. Her life in this land which she 
so obviously loves is characterized by 
numerous commendable qualities. Being 
young at heart with an unquenched 
desire for knowledge and truth served 
her well among the eager students, first 
at Macha Secondary School and later at 
Choma Secondary. Just ask Wilfred, a 
current student at Sikalongo Bible Insti-
tute. He will tell you that it was Mary 
Olive who helped to spark in him a 
desire for truth. 
Truth! Reality! Yes, that's it. Her giv-
ing is motivated by those attributes, and 
her life is evidence of such. Yet today she 
no longer teaches at the secondary school 
level. The Executive Board, needing 
someone who was well organized, loved 
people, and whom the people loved, 
requested that Mary Olive move down 
the hill from Choma Secondary to 
assume the responsibilities of Bishop 
Silungwe's secretary. 
Mary Olive will tell you that this was 
one of the most difficult changes she was 
to make. Would she ever be able to have 
the same level of interaction with those 
bright, articulate students again? Char-
acteristically though, she accepted and 
began her new assignment with enthusi-
asm. Part of her responsibility was to 
help train a Zambian for this position. 
In spite of the hard work, Mary Olive 
enjoyed those two years. "I learned so 
much about the church and had the 
privilege of learning to know many of 
the church leaders and pastors. Bishop 
Silungwe is such a joy to work with." 
From the Bishop's office, Mary Olive 
moved on to Sikalongo where she is 
presently stationed. Here she directs the 
Christian Education Department and 
the Theological Education by Extension 
(TEE) program. 
Eternal optimism—that is what is 
needed when one is busy with difficult 
demands and a never-ending work load. 
Whether it is in the Executive Board 
where she is secretary, in inter-mission-
ary committee where she is country 
representative, in the Christian Educa-
tion Office where she is director, or in a 
private conversation, Mary Olive can be 
counted on to accentuate the positive 
regardless of the mood or topic. Ask a 
young missionary in his first term, 
"What does that mean to you?" He is 
likely to say, "It helps to add perspective 
to reality." 
Yes, Mary Olive is a people person. 
But that fact never gets in the way of the 
incredible amount of work that comes 
out of her office. With calm demeanor 
she coordinates the translation and pro-
duction of TEE books, adult literacy 
primers, and Sunday school materials as 
well as writing up conference and board 
minutes, and conducting about 12 Chris-
tian Education workshops a year. When 
there is a job to do, Mary Olive's name 
often comes up. Because her attitude 
and demeanor never accurately reflect 
her work load, few people realize how 
busy she is. 
In Ruth Dourte's November '83 Vis-
itor article, she described so articulately 
the qualities evidenced in the life of peo-
ple like Mary Olive and so many more 
unsung persons serving around the 
world today: "Patiently, quietly, hum-
bly, and graciously, they do all kinds of 
unglamorous, unrewarding, unexpected 
things." Thanks, Mary Olive, for being 
the unique person God created you to 
be. • 
Chris and Marlys Book serve at Sika-
longo Bible Institute, working in mainte-
nance training, agricultural development, 
and youth and womenls work. They have 
many opportunities to work closely with 
their good friend, Mary Olive Lady. 
by Chris and Marlys Book 
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We want2000 and 5 miracles! 
The church in Zimbabwe is planning a major urban 
thrust during the first six months of 1984. God is moving 
there. Rev. Kirk Moyo, urban overseer, just wrote, "One 
day we baptized 135 at Lobengula, 22 at Gwanda, 42 at 
Hwange, 6 at Victoria Falls, and 5 at Glen Norah." We 
have laid plans and are asking God for five new churches 
in Bulawayo—those are the "5" miracles. We are going 
after 2000 new Brethren in Christ people—those are the 
"2000." We believe God can do it. In the past two years 
we have seen him do "his thing" in Zimbabwe. 
New churches have started, there have been increases 
in attendance, and it does not seem presumptuous to 
have this goal of "2000 and 5 miracles." The people are 
receptive. The church is ready. The time is right. What do 
we need? We need prayer support. We are looking for 
2000 and 5 people who will become prayer partners for 
Bulawayo this year. 
Let me tell you our plans. There are six churches in 
Bulawayo—a city of over 400,000. Three are established, 
strong churches: Lobengula, Phumula, and Mpopoma. 
Two are smaller, struggling churches: Tsabalala and 
Ngoboyenja. One is a new congregation less than a year 
old gathering in the city-center with about 200 people in 
attendance. We would like the three larger churches to 
each start a daughter church by taking some of their 
members that live in a new area and starting a church 
there. We would like to see the smaller churches helped 
to reach out in their areas and double in size. Two new 
churches will be started in areas of new building devel-
opment where people are crowding into the city. The 
plan includes visiting homes, conducting Bible studies, 
and bringing new converts into responsible church 
membership. We plan to provide regular progress 
reports to give you specific prayer requests, but for now, 
will you be one of the 2000 and 5 who will begin to pray 
for the 2000 and 5 miracles! 
Fred Holland and his wife Grace are serving as church 
growth resource persons for the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zimbabwe. 
Biblical basis studied for 
community development 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua—"The land 
is the base. It multiplies life. It is our 
survival, our sustenance. But why don't 
we hear more sermons about the land, 
about the year of Jubilee described in 
Leviticus 25?" Ismael Mendoza, a Nica-
raguan Mennonite, asked during a work-
shop held here. 
For three days during the last week of 
November, eight representatives of the 
Nicaraguan Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches, along with Mennonite 
Central Committee workers Gerald and 
Joetta Schlabach, met to examine Chris-
tian responsibility and role in communi-
ty development. 
Mendoza, an MCC employee, pre-
sented three Bible studies. The first les-
son, "The Biblical Basis for Social Par-
ticipation," focused on God's universal 
love toward all creation in Genesis and 
in Luke 5:45: "For he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and the unjust." 
Lesson two, "The Church: Servant of 
the Community," was based on the call 
of Abraham, the "true fast" of Isaiah, 
and the early Christian servant hymn of 
Philippians 2:4-11. The final lesson, 
"What Type of Service?" examined ex-
amples from the life and teachings of 
Jesus that shed light on how Christians 
ought to render service to their com-
munity. 
Ismael Mendoza, Nicaraguan Menno-
nite, leads Bible study during interMen-
nonite and Brethren in Christ workshop 
held in Managua late November. 
This was the first of a series of work-
shops that MCC is coordinating during 
the next six months in response to the 
growing desire of the Nicaraguan Ana-
baptist churches to increase their under-
standing of and skills in community 
development. 
What began as a "short-term" MCC 
reconstruction project in Nicaragua in 
late 1979, has grown into a long-term 
vision for development as the task of the 
local church. Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ churches in Nicaragua have 
taken an active role in the reconstruc-
tion and development of their poor 
country as it struggles to recover from 
the destruction of war and natural 
catastrophies. 
They have helped construct latrines, 
wells, schools and clinics, responding to 
basic needs in their rural communities. 
But after four years of work many needs 
remain. Those who have worked closely 
with projects realize that they have only 
scraped the surface. 
During 1984 each of the three Ana-
baptist conferences will have at least one 
full-time, salaried promoter who will 
work in communities where there are 
Mennonite or Brethren in Christ con-
gregations. Promoters will be trained to 
lead communities in assessing their 
needs, deciding how to plan and execute 
projects, and evaluating the process and 
results. —Joetta Handrich Schlabach. 
16 Evangelical Visitor 
S* <0 J 
A Mennonite Central Committee publication 
February 1984 vol 8 no 1 
Young Mahmoud draws water from 
his family's cistern to irrigate olive 
seedlings and vegetables. In the past 
he had to haul water by donkey from 
a village four kilometers away. In 
1983 his task was easier. MCC 
helped his family and 74 other West 
Bank families repair or construct 
water cisterns as part of its rural 
development work 
In India hundreds of people—vic-
tims of drought and flooding—re-
paired wells and roads, built dams 
and made other improvements. Pay-
ment for their work was in food-
over 9,000 metric tons of Canadian 
wheat MCCers reported: "These were 
truly locally organized and motivated 
groups. Projects were selected to 
benefit the poorest of the poor." 
Earlier this year there was hope for 
returning stability in Chad. MCC had 
plans to place additional workers 
there to renew earlier agriculture 
and other development work But 
fighting again disrupted life in 
that country. The MCC Chad team 
c o n t a c t z ^ 7 
observed: "Standing with suffering 
Chadians will have to justify MCC's 
continued presence in that country. 
MCC's direct contribution to 
Chadian development has been min-
imal In the past three years due to 
turmoil. We hope that will change, 
but this can only be committed to 
God." 
1983 was a year of extremes-
drought in Southern Africa, flooding 
in South America and Asia continu-
ing wars and civil conflict In a 
complex world, finding appropriate 
ways to respond was a challenge In 
many places deepening ties with 
local churches strengthened MCC. 
1983 saw large shipments of 
material aid: 57.5 million pounds of 
food and other aid was sent to 36 
countries. The largest quantities 
went to India and Mozambique. 
This report is a sample of the 
involvement of the many MCCers, 
who worked to do the task God gave 
them in five continents. 





A harsh natural environment and 
political violence have long been 
factors in this continent 1983 was 
the second year of crippling drought 
in Southern Africa Drought also 
affected sections of East and West 
Africa 
In Botswana MCCers reported the 
drought was the worst since the 
1960s and "brought widespread suf-
fering in the rural sector." In Swazi-
land farmers only harvested 50 per-
cent of the normal maize crop. In 
rural Transkei people and animals 
died from drought-related causes. 
The suffering was made personal 
to MCCers in many ways. In Lesotho 
MCC gave assistance to a church-
sponsored garden that was scorched 
when clear skies continued week 
after week An MCCer reported talk-
ing to church people about the 
coming hungry montha They told 
him: "God will help us. Everyone will 
share what very little they have, so 
that all will have enough." 
In September MCC agriculturists 
met in Kenya with African church 
leaders and agricultural consultants 
to discuss possible ways to increase 
African food production. New initia-
tives recommended at the meeting 
included rural agriculture and com-
munity work programs in Zambia 
and Botswana agriculture and water 
resources work among resettled 
peoples in Ethiopia and urban gar-
dening and livestock programs in 
Tanzania Over 40 agriculturists 
served in 15 countries. 
Ugandan refugees in Sudan show remarkable 
motivation In improving their lives, MCCers 
reported. Worker has organized school con-
struction, health care units and community 
centers for settlements. 
Mennonite Missions, a Joint MCC/mlsslons 
program in Botswana, experienced a good year 
"Commitment to Christ and to sharing about 
the kingdom of God has been MMs bottom line. 
Pursuing this commitment has brought work-
ers Into an amazing variety of work/witness 
opportunities." Community development work 
included agriculture, education, technical assis-
tance, spiritual ministry. 
MCC sent 8,500 metric tons of Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank wheat to drought victims In 
Mozambique 
In Sudan four-year-old Tathla learned to walk. 
Seventeen-year-old Osama leaned to use wood-
working tools. They were among 100 handi-
capped children at Broader Horizons SchooL 
MCCers were Instructors at Nigeria resource 
center. There primary principals and teachers 
learned more effective ways to teach basic 
education, and practiced what they had learned 
in a classroom setting 
Beautiful quilts made in North 
America fill an important need in 
many countries. In Bangladesh it 
became increasingly difficult to 
import the patched blankets. 
Through a cooperative, local women 
earned a living piecing quilts for use 
in hospitals and orphanagea 
That project was one of many job 
creation schemes in Bangladesh, 
which has an unemployment rate of 
over 40 percent. The programs pro-
vided jobs for over 1,700 people 
Kampuchea once the focus of 
international attention, received very 
little international aid in 1983, des-
pite continued civil strife and econ-
omic hardship. MCCers noted: "The 
simple fact that MCC recognizes the 
suffering of the Kampuchean people 
means much when they are cut off 
from contact with most of the 
world's countriea" MCC contributed 
school and health supplies, as well 
as agricultural aid and foodstuffa 
A health worker in Philippines told of a patient 
suffering a chronic disease due to infested 
water, whose father was gunned to death along 
with 11 other farmers in his village. The 
farmers were accused of being supporters of 
guerrillas. Later representatives of a large com-
pany asked the villagers to sell their farm land. 
"What role does a Christian health worker play 
in this setting?" the MCCer asked. Does health 
work Involve not only treatment and preven-
tion, but loving support for the fatherless and 
justice for the powerless? 
MCCers vigorously promoted tree planting In 
the South Lalltpur District of Nepal, where 
forests and top soil are disappearing at an 
alarming rate 
Between 150,000 and 175,000 refugees still 
lived in Thai camps Three MCCers worked in 
two camps. 
Four MCC English teachers served In China 
Educational Exchange in Chongquin. Six 
Chinese visitors studied or taught In North 
America 
MCC provided tools to Laotian villages for the 
handicapped and leprosy sufferers. Items in-
cluded sewing machines, cows blacksmlthing 
tools. 
Middle East programs were domi-
nated by war in Lebanon and con-
tinuing tensions in West Bank and 
Eygpt Israeli/Arab hostilities, rifts in 
the Arab world and continuing 
superpower interests in the area 
gave little hope for quick solutions 
to the problems of the area 
MCC staff distributed 110,400 
olive seedlings to West Bank farmera 
This enabled over 3,000 farmers 
living in 68 villages to plant approx-
imately 1,300 acres of marginal 
lands. 
Palestinian Needlework Program, once operated 
by MCC West Bank, and now run as a local 
cooperative, grew In sales to approximately 
• 110,000 and gave employment to Palestinian 
women, who otherwise had few employment 
opportunities. 
MCC increased contacts with the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church in Egypt. Fifteen English teachers 
worked In church schools. Two nurses served 
in a church hospital. 
In Lebanon, where violence touched nearly 
every community, MCC continued agricultural 
assistance, including water projects, tree seed-
lings and beekeeping projects. 
War disrupted the employment of many Lebanese 
people. MCC provided loans and grants to help 
reestablish family businesses. 
Education, E©T>t 
Housing construction. El Salvador 
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Central America received high visi-
bility as violence escalated through-
out the year. In El Salvador, Guate-
mala Honduras and Belize. MCC, 
with local Mennonite, Beachy Amish, 
Catholic and Protestant partners, 
assisted refugees fleeing violence 
Work included feeding programs, 
housing construction and health 
care In Nicaragua and Guatemala 
MCC worked with Mennonite groups 
in community development and ser-
vice programs. 
The courage of local church part-
ners gave inspiration to MCCers in 
difficult times. Central American 
workers received letters of encour-
agement from a Catholic catechism 
class. An MCCer reported joy despite 
continuing violence because Guate-
malan "Mennonites take an active 
interest in their role as servants and 
peacemakers. That fact bears witness 
to God at work within people which 
gives hope in the middle of despera-
tion." 
In Haiti women's groups focusing on health, 
nutrition, agriculture and handicrafts were 
among most successful community develop-
ment projects. 
The 30 MCCers in Europe worked at 
mission, peace and justice issues. 
They also represented the North 
American church in cooperative 
activities with European partners, 
especially Mennonites. 
Together with Mennonite agencies 
in Europe MCC completed a rebuild-
ing project in Italy, which followed 
the 1980 earthquake. One volunteer 
remained to assist in ongoing con-
struction 
MCC completed 10 years of direct 
ministry to Umsiedler. The number 
of Umsiedler (refugees) coming from 
the Soviet Union has declined stead-
ily since 1977. 
r E T w o r k e d with those seeking politi-
cal asylum in Neuberg Germany. Work Included 
spiritual counseling church planting 
^ ^ S J S ^ ^ i n d printing of Russian-language 
edition of Barclays New Testament Bible com-
mentaiy continued. 
Farmers In northeast Brazil did not receive the 
attention given Central American war victims, 
but they also knew about suffering. They 
continued to wait for a severe five year drought 
to end During the waiting this year MCC 
financed a project in which over 80 workers 
were employed building a massive earthen dam. 
The dam catches and holds for irrigation the 
limited rains that do come. 
Success was mixed with disappointment 
Latrine promotion campaign in Bolivia resulted 
in construction of over 100 new latrines. But 
many collapsed in flooding 
MCC and Rosedale Mennonite Missions began 
construction on 250 homes after floods in 
Ecuador; floods followed seven-year drought 
MCC gave funds to Colombian General Con-
ference and Mennonite Brethren work teams, 
who rebuilt 14 houses after March earthquake. 
Unique exchange between Romanian Orthodox 
Church and Mennonites brought two Orthodox 
scholars to Mennonite theological schools in 
North America, while MCCer studied at 
Theological Institute of Bucharest 
English language teachers worked with immi-
grants and refugees from the Soviet Union, Iraq, 
Iran and Eastern European countries in a cul-
tural center In Ostia, Italy. They also led Bible 
studies for young women. 
^ ^ ^ ^ r a ^ ^ i n MCCer edited quarterly publication 
of Church and Peace, the peace association of 
Christian churches, communities and groups. 
The joint Mennonite Board of Missions and 
MCC community in Ireland continued to be a 
peace witness through formation of a recon-
ciling Christian community. New Irish members 
were from both Catholic and Protestant back-
grounds. 
Through research and forums, MCC 
Peace Section provided resources to 
people working on matters of in-
ternational conciliation A highlight 
this year was a symposium on "Ana-
baptism Oppression and Liberation 
in Central America" The section 
sponsored a goodwill visit to four 
Middle East countries and a peace 
study tour to the Soviet Union In 
the Soviet Union government offi-
cials and church contacts urged 
continuing person-to-person ex-
changes with the goal of dialogue on 
international peace efforts. 
International understanding was also the goal 
of MCC exchange programs. In 1983, 79 visitors 
from 29 countries were hosted by North 
American families. Forty-three North Americans 
spent a year with European Mennonite families. 
A summer exchange program brought 22 
Japanese young people to Pennsylvania Due to 
strained conditions In Poland, the Polish agri-
culturists exchange was recessed in March. 
The new SALT International program, a one-
year service program for young people, had six 
participants. 
An estimated 30,000 families in 30 countries 
received income through the growing SELF-
HELP Crafts program. SELFHELP is primarily a 
job creation program for those whose employ-
ment options are limited. 
1.704 children were able to attend school 
through the Child Sponsorship Program 
Refugee camp. Honduras 
Well construction. Indonesia 
Agriculture. Somalia 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
U.S. constituency » 6,580,974 




Grants—Canadian agencies 2,356,760 
Grants—other 1,127,212 
SELFHELP Crafts 2,478,337 
Other revenue 1,327,867 
7.290,176 




TOTAL RESOURCES 25,208,446 
Africa » 5.857.346 
Asia 6,890,468 
Europe 300,622 
Latin America 3,591,636 
Middle East 1,514,751 
MCC U.S. 1,310,652 
SELFHELP Crafts 1,878,965 
Administration & 
constituency relations 1.969,221 
Other 519,238 
TOTAL EXPENSES 23,832,899 
Excess of income over expenses 1,375,547 
Funds applied to long-term assets 72,125 
Net Increase in operating 
fund balances 1,303,422 
1 * v * 
During the past decade MCC has shipped a yearly average of 
14.8 million pounds of material aid This year large wheat 
shipments, totaling 53.3 million pounds, pushed the total 
material aid sent to 57.5 million pounds. Most of that wheat 
came from the Canadian Foodgralns Bank. Wheat was sent to 
India Mozambique, Kampuchea, Haiti, El Salvador, Mauri-
tania and Zimbabwe. 
Other Items sent included: 
489,218 pounds canned meat 
1,002,874 pounds milk powder 
22,460 blankets and quilts 
14,786 school health and sewing kits 
/ / 
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45 31 63 21 19 0 40 219 Africa 
2 2 Angola 
9 4 9 1 3 5 31 Botswana 
2 3 5 Chad 
1 2 2 5 Ethiopia 
4 3 2 1 2 3 15 Kenya 
1 3 5 1 5 3 18 Lesotho 
1 1 2 Mozambique 
4 6 16 2 6 34 Nigeria 
4 1 2 2 9 Somalia 
3 1 4 South Africa 
3 2 1 2 1 9 Sudan 
5 8 2 1 2 18 Swaziland 
2 2 Tanzania 
1 2 2 1 1 7 Uganda 
4 5 1 3 3 1 17 Upper Volta 
2 2 7 3 5 19 Zaire 
2 1 6 5 14 Zambia 
1 5 1 1 8 Zimbabwe 
28 12 11 6 9 3 26 95 Asia 
18 6 1 1 2 8 36 Bangladesh 
4 4 China 
1 1 3 5 India 
7 1 1 2 1 1 13 Indonesia 
2 2 Kampuchea 
2 2 Laos 
3 6 2 3 6 20 Nepal 
1 3 1 1 6 Philippines 
2 2 3 7 Thailand 
47 11 28 29 11 2 25 153 Latin America 
1 1 2 Belize 
17 4 16 8 1 7 53 Bolivia 
13 1 2 5 3 1 2 27 Brazil 
1 2 3 El Salvador 
3 1 4 2 10 Guatemala 
9 1 2 7 3 22 Haiti 
1 2 2 5 Honduras 
2 2 7 2 2 2 17 Jamaica 
1 1 Mexico 
2 2 Nicaragua 
2 1 3 1 4 11 Paraguay 
0 3 3 0 15 2 7 30 Europe 
2 2 England 
2 1 3 France 
5 5 Ireland 
1 1 2 Italy 
2 2 Poland 
1 1 2 Switzerland 
7 5 12 West Germany 
2 2 Yugoslavia 
0 0 18 2 0 1 9 30 Middle East 
15 2 3 20 Egypt 
1 2 3 Lebanon 
3 4 7 West Bank 
6 20 22 12 113 8 236 417 North America 
3 9 8 4 72 0 22 118 Canada—volunteer 
3 3 63 69 -salaried 
2 7 9 —other 
3 8 13 8 34 51 117 U.SA. —volunteer 
1 4 91 96 —salaried 
6 2 8 —other 
126 7 7 145 7 0 167 16 343 944 Total personnel 
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The poor, hungiy and neglected are 
not only overseas. MCC U.S., with Its 
commitment to be "A Christian re-
source for meeting human need" in 
the United States, faced a growing 
task in 1983. 
In August 1983, a Federal census 
report indicated that one American 
had fallen below the official poverty 
level every 12 seconds. 
Renovating homes, Washington, D.C. 
Those Americans were the special 
concern of MCC U.S voluntary ser-
vice workers, who supported com-
munity organizations helping the 
poor in 15 locatlona 
In Belle Glade, Fla, two MCC U.S 
volunteers worked with Haitian refu-
gees. Noted one, "Services of all 
kinds are much less available here 
[in the Glades]." 
In Minneapolis, Minn., and Wash-
ington, D.C., MCCers worked with 
Native Americans. Some provided 
health care; another helped a legal 
firm prepare documents asking the 
federal government to restore rights 
that had been taken away from 
Native Americans during the colonial 
period. In Louisiana two MCCers 
researched the genealogies of Native 
Americans there, so that these tribes 
can apply for federal recognition. 
In Atlanta Ga, an MCCer devel-
oped a Victim Offender Reconcilia-
tion Program (VORP). 
Other MCCers helped the unem-
ployed, poor and hungry in Appala-
chia who are often forgotten. 
IMPACT, a program for minority 
youth established in 1982 as part of 
MCC U.S. Urban Ministries Office, 
grew from two participants to five. 
Participants spent one year develop-
ing their vocational skills and receiv-
ing on-the-job training—the keys to 
long-term employment so desper-
ately needed in the minority com-
munity. 
The Urban Community Develop-
ment Summer Service program com-
pleted a second successful summer. 
Forty college-age youth worked in 
their home towns with a local 
church or organization. Their 10-
week work projects ranged from 
church leadership to tutoring from 
visiting the elderly to aiding the 
handicapped. MCC U.S. and the 
home congregations provided their 
support 
The Immigration and Refugee Pro-
gram found sponsors for 150 refu-
gees. The staff person in Washing-
ton, D.C., helped immigrants with 
legal matters and monitored the 
Immigration Control and Reform Act 
of 1983, the first comprehensive 
reform of U.S. immigration policy in 
30 years. 
Staff members of the MCC U.S. 
Office of Criminal Justice developed 
resources for congregations and 
community groups interested in ex-
ploring Christian responses to crime 
They prepared a booklet about the 
moral, practical and theological im-
plications of the death penalty and a 
poster reminding people of Christ's 
words: "Let one who is without sin 
cast the first stone" 
A photo exhibit and drama created 
in early 1983 highlighted the experi-
ences of prisoners and their families. 
In March the MCC truck traveled 
to 12 cities, delivering 18 tons of 
potatoes, bouillon soup base MCC 
canned beef and flour to church 
groups and organizations that 
operate soup kitchens and food pan-
tries. MCC U.S. organized this food-
sharing endeavor, which provided 
over 150,000 servings of food to 
people in a critical time of unem-
ployment hunger and poverty. 
Food bank. Atlanta 
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Poverty and hunger were not the 
only concern for MCC U.S. 
An Intern for the new Mennonite 
Minority Peace Education Project 
spent seven months sharing the 
biblical message of peace with His-
panic, Black and Native American 
Mennonite youth and their parents. 
"We are finally addressing the need... 
but we have only scratched the 
surface," he said 
Peacemaking characterized other 
efforts of the U.S Peace Section. 
Supporting a larger Christian aware-
ness of the emptiness of nuclear 
deterrence, just war and "peace 
through strength" theories, the sec-
tion participated in two inter-
denominational conferences: "The 
Conference of the Church and 
Peacemaking" and "The Black 
Church, the Third World and Peace" 
conference. 
Requests for the help of Menno-
nite Conciliation Services in resolv-
ing personal, church and community 
conflicts increased. 
The Committee on Women's Con-
cerns added a Brethren in Christ 
member. 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
(MMHS) reached out to hurting in-
dividuals through the programs of 
its eight mental health centers 
and through its education and 
consultation services. 
In Asuncion, Paraguay, a nurse 
developed a new program of thera-
peutic activities at the National 
Psychiatric Hospital. 
Developmental Disabilities, a 
ministry of MMHS helped congrega-
tions, institutions and parents rec-
ognize the contributions, gifts and 
needs of people with disabilities. 
Research and writing by Develop-
ment Education staff members 
about the underlying causes of in-
justice, hunger and poverty un-
covered a growing challenge to MCC 
U.S. 
They worked throughout the year 
helping North Americans to become 
more aware of global needs and to 
respond appropriately. They led 
workshops and seminars. They wrote 
articles and newsletters. 
V* // General contributions allocated Designated contributions 
Grant Income 
VS unit income 
Refugee Resettlement income 
MMHS member hospital contributions 
Meat canner income 
Other Income 














> U.S. Peace Section 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
Development Education 
Material Aid 
West Coast MCC 
MCC Central States 
MCC Great Lakes 




Funds applied to long-term assets 
TOTAL 
Less interdepartmental transfers 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
Net Increase In operating fund balance 




















Akron, Pa 44 
Appalachia 27 
Blue Diamond, Ky. 8 
Harlan, Ky. 4 
Hlndman, Ky. 3 
Whitesburg, Ky. 12 
Atlanta 10 
Florida 5 
Belle Glade 2 
Miami 3 
Louisiana 13 
Baton Rouge 4 
Ebarb 2 
Jeanerette/Franklin 4 
New Orleans 3 
Minneapolis 4 
Reedley, Calif. 2 
Washington, D.C. 12 
Total 11 7 
Central American refugees 
Washington. D.C. 
Outdoor Activity Center, Atlanta 
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The regional MCCs-West Coast 
Central States, Great Lakes and East 
Coast-made strides at bringing the 
mission and message of MCC closer 
to people in the pews. 
Regional committees and staff 
worked together to address local 
needs. West Coast MCC continued to 
support a local developmental dis-
abilities program. MCC Great Lakes 
hired a new part-time staff person to 
help others become more aware of 
those who are hungry. Staff there also 
initiated a program to assist ref-
ugees in northern Indiana 
MCC Central States staff interviewed 
local pastors, listening to their 
visions and concerns for MCC. MCC 
East Coast director traveled exten-
sively, initiating contacts with con-
ferences. 
J? 
i p V 
j r 
Volunteers with Mennonite Disaster 
Service reached out to earthquake, 
hurricane and flood victims in 16 
states. An MDS Summer Youth 
Squad renovated one floor of a 
Philadelphia Pa, building The 
Diamond S t Mennonite Church will 
use this space as a church audito-
rium and health center for low-
income people. 
170 MCC workers In 10 provinces; 112 in VS. 
19 In SALT (Serve and Learn Together, 31 
In Local Voluntary Service. 
Inter-church Foodgralns Bank created In April 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada (MCCC) 
shipped 52.5 million pounds of grain, 
worth »6.381,000. 
Proposal for multi-year funding from Canadian 
International Development Agency (CEDA); 
moved funding away from project to project 
basis, gave greater flexibility In applying funds 
to overseas programs. 
S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K i i l i e s in crisis explored, including 
Involvement in shelters for battered women, 
alternatives to abortion, ministry to families of 
prisoners. 
Summer gardeners in 17 Native communities. 
Addressed government about Native issues. 
Produced packet Informed Prayer and Wor-
ship: Light In the Nuclear Shadow. Letter 
commended Prime Minister Trudeau on peace 
initiative 
A bright spot on the SELFHELP 
Crafts map in 1983 was the "Nav 
Jiwan" Tea Room that opened in the 
Ephrata, Pa, SELFHELP Crafts store. 
Nav Jiwan is a Hindi word meaning 
new life. "SELFHELP brings new life 
to the producers overseas; the tea 
room brings new life to tired shop-
pers," said Allan Sauder, assistant 
director of SELFHELP. The tea room 
which sold a variety of international 
snacks, also gave SELFHELP staff an 
opportunity to explain the program 
to shoppers in the store. 
Sales of SELFHELP Crafts in the 
United States increased 30 percent 
and six new MCC-related shops 
opened, bringing the total to 57. 
Peach drying Reedley 
Ministry and music tour to Mennonite 
congregations in Soviet Union in summer. 
For more information about Mennonite Central 
Committee Canada, write to 201-1483 Pembina 
Highway. Winnipeg Manitoba R3T 2C8. 
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MCC meat canning 
MDS, California earthquake 
Education, Florida 
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How your money 
was used: 
For more information about 
Mennonite Central Committee and /or 
an audited financial report, 
write to: 
Mennonite Central Committee 




201-1483 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg Manitoba 
Canada R3T 2C8 
Administration 
8.3% 




(March) Yard goods 
Cloth Is expensive or difficult to obtain in many 
Third World countries Each year MCC sends 
yards of material overseas so that people living 
there can leam to sew clothing for their 
families. MCC prefers sending light or medium-
weight fabrics that are colorfast washable and 
serviceable Bolts of material are especially 
needed, but MCCers teaching in sewing centers 
can use pieces that are a few yards in length. In 
1984 MCC wants to send over 12.000 yards of 
fabric overseas. You can donate fabric or money 
to help MCC in this project 
(March) Oliva tree seedlings in Lebanon 
Fighting in Lebanon dominated the news In 
1983. This year MCC staff will help farmers in 
three villages of southern Lebanon resume 
farming by making olive seedlings available to 
them at a subsidized rate These farmers have 
returned to their destroyed orchards after being 
away for up to eight years because of the 
fighting 
Farmers there find it easy to grow olives 
because they are well suited to the diy, arid 
climate Olives are eaten or pressed for oiL 
Total budget for the project is »5,000. One 
seedling costs «1.75. Please include project 
number LB 3912 with your contribution. 
(April) Health Kits 
MCC health kits are distributed in orphanages, 
clinics and hospitals. Children in classrooms 
receive the kits along with instruction about 
basic hygiene Each health kit should Include a 
toothbrush, a family-size tube of toothpaste (6 
to 7 oz.), a bar of soap (5 to 6 ozj, a nail clipper 
with file and a hand toweL All items should be 
placed in a simple 8- by 10-Inch drawstring bag 
when finished. MCC hopes to ship more than 
25.000 health kits overseas In 1984. 
(April) Books for Uganda's Makerere 
University 
Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda was 
once the best university by Western standards 
between Cairo and the Cape Adolf Enns, 
MCCer who teaches at the university, recently 
wrote about the conditions now: "It takes two 
months to get a new light bulb installed in a 
classroom and four months to get enough seats, 
even backless benches, for students to be able 
to sit in class...people do graduate research in a 
library that has no current periodicals and 
virtually no book additions in over a decade" 
MCC plans to purchase books for Makerere 
University in 1984. Total budget for this project 
Is * 1,500. Donations of any amount will be 
helpfuL Please include project number EA 0608 
with your contribution. 
Please include the following information with all contributions for Contact cash projects: 
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VS: Making of Disciple-Makers by Kent Byer 
"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I 
will make you fishers of men." These 
were the words of promise that Jesus 
gave to his disciples as he called them to 
leave their nets behind and follow him. 
When Jesus left his disciples three years 
later, his final command to them was: 
"Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations." In so doing, Jesus set for us an 
example of discipleship. He first called 
men who were willing to enter into a 
process of being made into "fishers of 
men," and then, after a period of teach-
ing through words and real life situa-
tions, he instructed them to "therefore 
go" with confidence. 
This same principle of being called to 
follow Christ as disciples and in turn 
make disciples of others is being applied 
at the Bronx Community Ministries 
program in New York City. Presently, 
12 young adults from across the country 
are responding to God's call in their lives 
to become disciple-makers. 
One VSer, Bruce Eyer, relates that 
"the state of being a disciple necessarily 
involves discipline, and this requires 
obedience to our Lord as well as sur-
rendering our self-wills to God." Within 
the Bronx VS unit, the discipling pro-
cess takes place in one way through the 
discipline of group living. Diane Gartner 
sees it this way: "To live in a community 
of believers in an excellent example of 
the disciplined life. Your brethren look 
at all you say and do, and examine— 
knowingly and unknowingly—how you 
interact with others." Each member of 
the VS unit becomes a part of the disci-
pling process for the whole group 
through weekly Bible study, informal 
discussions with peers and group lead-
ers, and daily prayer. 
Proceeding from this discipling within 
the group is an outward witness to make 
disciples. "The main area in my growing 
discipleship," says Rod Musser, "is in 
living out my belief. It is easy at times to 
believe, but the action—the active Chris-
tian life—is where the belief becomes 
real. You can't believe and not act." Liv-
ing and working in New York City pro-
vides many opportunities to interact 
with different types of people. This 
necessitates Christian beliefs being trans-
formed into action. Being a witness 
while working at their secular jobs, run-
ning a community game night, and 
tutoring children are all ways in which 
the VSers are learning to share Christ 
with others. Involvement in all these 
activities provides numerous opportuni-
ties to respond to God's call to make 
disciples. 
Learning to become a disciple of 
Christ means stepping out of a place of 
comfort, leaving the nets behind, and 
following Jesus at all costs. Once the 
commitment to follow has been made, 
then one can take seriously the call to 
"go and make disciples of all nations." 
This is what Voluntary Service in the 
Bronx is all about. The enthusiasm and 
vision of this dedicated VS Unit are 
expressed well by Perry Engle: "The 
potential here is great, yet our ministries 
must reflect a sensitivity toward these 
people and other cultures. What we 
have here is a great possibility; great 
things will happen if we prayerfully and 
powerfully confront the people of this 
community with the love of God." • 
Kent Byer, a 1982 graduate of Messiah 
College, is in his second year of VS. His first 
year of service was given at the Mount Joy 
missions office. He is now an Earning VSer 
in the Bronx, working at the American Bible 
Society. 
Opportunities for talking about Christ 
are endless, especially in the hospital set-
ting. It is here that people are faced the 
most with their own mortality. I am 
developing a relationship with a co-
worker. She is Catholic and has many 
family problems. What the Lord is 
teaching me is to just take time with 
her—learn to be a real friend. In this 
way, she can see what Christ's love is all 
about. 
Alisa Mellinger 
Earning VS: Nurse 
The call to leave oneself behind and fol-
low Christ has taken on a deeper and 
more personal understanding in my 
mind. Admittedly, this has sometimes 
been painful. I teach junior high stu-
dents and therefore am afforded the 
opportunity to disciple children on a 
most rudimentary level—that of self-
discipline and respect for authority. Cer-
tainly these qualities are essential to the 
development of one who will become a 
disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Bruce Eyer 
Earning VS: Junior High Teacher 
Within a VS Unit there are a variety of 
personalities, backgrounds and spiritual 
growths. A lot of times the most impor-
tant discipling is within the group. Being 
able to relate to a struggle someone is 
going through and sharing how you 
dealt with it can help a fellow believer to 
grow. 
Rod Musser 
Earning VS: Computer 
Consultant 
As I work everyday in my kindergarten 
class and meet various people in the 
street, my word and deed must reflect 
my obedience to my loving Savior. 
Diane Gartner 
Earning VS: Kindergarten Teacher 
God is the primary discipler here in the 
city. He seems to have revealed to us the 
necessity of the confession of our own 
spiritual poverty . . . so that his Holy 
Spirit might personally and directly 
teach us anew what it means to follow 
him. 
Perry Engle 
Earning VS: Caretaker of 
Rented Plants 
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Reports from the regional conferences (Part II) 
Christian Education 
in the Church 
Senior Citizen's Retreat 
". . . back in the seventies there was a sub-committee of 
the Conference Board called Higher Education Task Force. 
This group tried to relate to the needs and give a sense of 
direction to university, Bible college and seminary students. 
For some time it was rather active. . . . I am wondering 
whether the Board of Christian Education is actually work-
ing with this group and, if so, what are the plans for the next 
year . . .?" (Letter from the Bishop to BCE, November 
1983). 
The Youth Committee, under the leadership of Sandi 
Fretz, has been publishing a youth newsletter called the BIC 
Pen. "An editorial staff should be appointed to aid the editor 
and also to prepare another individual to be the editor—we 
will need continued financial support . . ." (Youth Commit-
tee Report, August 1983). 
"Sandi Fretz reported a highly successful Human Sexual-
ity and Christian Relationships retreat: registration peaked 
160; speakers were well received." (Board of Christian Educa-
tion, Minutes of Meeting, May 1983). 
"Sixty very interested persons representing a variety of 
congregational roles and positions met at Rosebank Church 
. . . for a seminar on Interpersonal Relationships in the 
Congregation . . . Henry Petkau, Mennonite Brethren, and 
professor from Brock University, led the group . . ." (Ca-
nadian Conference Board of Christian Education Director's 
Report, 1982). 
"The Singles' Retreat was held . . . with Cam Miller act-
ing as director and Ron Lofthouse as pastor, and the theme 
being, 'Celebration of Positive Christian Singles.' " (Family 
Ministries Committee Report, August 1983). 
Canadian Conference 
"With Gerald Tyrrell as chairman, the Family Ministries 
Committee sponsored a Marriage Enrichment Seminar . . . 
with the Dourtes as resource persons. Each couple attending 
did so with the understanding that they would offer leader-
ship in some way in their home congregations" (Canadian 
Conference Report, 1983.) 
"Since there was such a positive response to the Youth 
Leaders' Retreat (last year the theme was "Discovering Your 
Gifts, Talents and Abilities" with Ken Letner as the speaker), 
and since youth leaders have requested that another such 
event be planned, we recommend to the BCE that planning 
begin for such an event" (Youth Committee Report, August 
1983). 
"The Children's Camping Committee is led by Ernie Giles 
as chairman and director of camps. The camps were success-
fully held. Many decisions of faith were made . . ." (Cana-
dian Conference Report, 1983). 
"Concerning Family Camp itself, Lloyd Hogg makes this 
statement, 'I believe we had a good camp. Many people 
expressed appreciation for the relaxed pace and found the 
experience restful and rewarding' " (Family Ministries Com-
mittee Report, August 1983). 
"The Senior Citizens' Retreat with Ida and Elwood Flewel-
ling as leaders was also a success. The camp was filled to 
capacity" (Canadian Conference Report, 1983). 
Congregational Retreat 







The Allegheny Conference Council 
on Christian education has been provid-
ing Christian education leadership for 
the conference and has been the local 
organization for the General Confer-
ence Board for Christian Education. 
The four General Conference BCE 
members from the Allegheny Confer-
ence have served on the cabinet of the 
Allegheny Council on Christian Educa-
tion as the officers. The council is 
divided into four commissions. One 
member from the General Conference 
board has been on each commission, 
thus taking the General Conference 
issues to their local level and maintain a 
close link between each commission and 
the General Conference board. 
When the Council on Christian Edu-
cation meets, we first meet collectively 
to discuss any issues that relate to the 
whole council. Then the main agenda 
programs of the commissions are han-
dled as each commission meets sepa-
rately to care for the issues assigned to it. 
Four groups are planning simultane-
ously. At the end of each planning ses-
sion, the council convenes for each 
group to report the projected activities. 
Thus, the council works as one unit for 
all phases of Christian education. 
Our commission chairmen are also a 
part of the cabinet, which is the execu-
tive body of the council. This provides 
opportunity for each commission to 
have input in the planning of the coun-
cil's work. 
The council has planned several Chris-
tian education seminars at Messiah Col-
March 1984 
lege for the Allegheny Conference. Many 
workshops were provided by the com-
missions on a large variety of current 
issues to help the churches of the confer-
ence. Invitations have been extended to 
churches of the Atlantic Conference 
since they were geographically very near. 
The responses to these seminars have 
been very good. 
The Commission on Camping has 
been instrumental in establishing the 
Christian Retreat Center for our Con-
ference. They have provided several 
family camps each year at various places 
within the Conference. When the Gen-
eral Conference was sponsoring the wil-
derness camping experience, the Camp-
ing Commission made our conference 
aware of this valuable experience. 
The Commission on Home has been 
very closely tied with the General Con-
ference board as it provided pamphlets, 
marriage enrichment experiences, and a 
listing of helpful books, speakers, films, 
and other audiovisual aids to help the 
local church prepare couples for mar-
riage, for family life, and for the stresses 
that come to the family today. The 
Commission on Home has planned mar-
riage enrichment experiences within the 
conference. The commission has written 
a paper to help clarify the role of the 
deacons within the church, particularly 
within the local church's Commission 
on Home. 
The Commission on Sunday School 
has been very active in stressing the 
importance of the Sunday school. Lead-
ership training sessions have been plan-
ned for smaller church groupings in 
addition to the many sessions provided 
at the Christian education seminars. 
When the Foundation Series was made 
available, this commission tried to be 
helpful to the local churches when extra 
training sessions were necessary. 
The Commission on Youth has been 
very active in the General Conference 
programs for the youth. Quizzing is one 
of their important activities. This Com-
mission appoints the quizmaster for the 
Allegheny Conference and sees that 
materials are provided and the schedule 
for quizzing is arranged. The commis-
sion has supported the "Let Youth 
Begin" and "Let Youth Decide" conven-
tions at French Lick, Indiana. The 
Allegheny Conference arranged for the 
buses for the first convention and helped 
arrange for the buses for the second one. 
The Allegheny Conference also plans a 
special day of youth activities on the day 
of the Allegheny Regional Conference. 
Many of these focus on a theme that is a 
current issue for the church's youth. 
This commission, too, participated in 
the seminars at Messiah College provid-
ing sessions for youth and youth advisors. 
In order to better serve the confer-
ence, the council recommended to the 
Allegheny Conference that we invite the 
General Conference Associate Director 
to be a part-time employee of the Con-
ference so that more services will be 
readily available to pastors, teachers or 
congregations desiring such assistance. 
This was approved at the 1983 Regional 
Conference. We trust this relationship 
will be a growing one and hope it will be 
called upon and used by our Christian 
education persons. 
George Kibler, Chairman 
Allegheny Conference 





in the Church . . . 
from page 19 
Pacific Conference 
1983 has been a growing, stretching 
year for the Pacific Conference Board of 
Christian Education. Soon after com-
pletion of regional conference, an execu-
tive board was formed with Stan Long, 
chairman; Ron Freeman, secretary; 
Martha Martin, treasurer; Tom Dunn, 
member-at-large; and J. Ralph Wenger 
as ex officio (member of the General 
Conference Board of Christian Educa-
tion). 
During that meeting the board at-
tempted to sharpen its focus on ministry 
during the new year. In doing so, several 
task forces were formed to cover the 
various areas of ministry. These includ-
ed: Sunday School and Leadership— 
Ruth Heise, chairman; Youth—Mark 
Lehman, chairman; Senior Citizens— 
Gladys Lehman, chairman; Home and 
Family—Curtis Byer, chairman; Camp-
ing—Sam Fisher, chairman. 
Also at that meeting, it was deter-
mined that two major thrusts would be 
attempted for the new year. Both of 
these activities have become traditions 
in our conference and while we would 
work for better participation in the year 
to come, many enjoyed their ministry a 
great deal. These two areas were our 
summer camping program at Mile High 
Pines, and the Fourth Annual Christian 
Education Conference hosted at the 
Upland church. 
The camping program for summer 
1983 held numerous surprises. Rate 
changes at the camp provided the task 
force with anxious moments. The com-
bination of the Junior High and High 
School camps provided some interest-
ing learning experiences. 
Sam Fisher says, concerning the camp-
ing program, "it is our goal to provide 
three simultaneous experiences to add 
to the wholeness of developing youth: a 
spiritual experience, an aesthetic expe-
rience, and a physical experience." These 
goals, as planned by our camp directors 
and camp pastors, were met and in 
many cases exceeded. 
For summer, 1984, our camping pro-
gram is being planned with three age 
groups in mind: 
High School (grades 9-12)—June 
17-23 
Junior High (grades 7-8)—July 29-
August 4 
Junior (grades 4-6)—July 22-28 
The goals of these camps are the same as 
1983, therefore providing our young 
people with the "ultimate experience." 
The second major thrust of the Pacific 
Conference BCE for 1983 was our Fourth 
Annual Christian Education Conference, 
held Nov. 4-5. This year we endeavored 
to change the image of the conference by 
calling this our "Conference on Congre-
gational Life." Curtis Byer and Stan 
Long co-chaired the conference with the 
help in planning by representatives from 
the area churches. 
Eber and Ruth Dourte were the main 
resource persons and came as guests of 
our board. They not only spoke at the 
conference but were invited to hold 
seminars in seven of our regional 
churches. Drawing from their rich back-
ground as professional marriage and 
family consultants, they provided instruc-
tion in learning love skills, Christian 
marriage, human sexual response and 
parenting. 
The marriage and family seminars 
were warmly received. In each of the 
congregations there were expressions of 
continuing need for in-depth ministry in 
this area. People unacquainted with the 
Dourtes were impressed with their abili-
ties in communication and their under-
standing of the needs and tasks of the 
family. In each participating congrega-
tion there was interest expressed in see-
ing this type of programming continued. 
One of the goals of our board is to listen 
and respond to these needs in 1984. 
1984 holds great possibilities for the 
Pacific Conference Board for Congre-
gational Life. As we assume new re-
sponsibilities our goal will be to do it 
with excellence. Our camping program 
is planned to be better; our annual Con-
ference on Congregational Life is already 
in the planning stages. We need your 
prayers and support for this new year. 
Ron Freeman, secretary 
Pacific Conference 
Board of Christian Education 
S U M M E R semce 
a place to serve 
a people to love 
j j f y 
a purpose to fulfil 
Who: Young people between the ages of 15 and 22 wi th a 
Christ ian test imony and a desire to serve. 
What: Bui ld ing, teaching, cleaning, painting, camp counsel-
l ing, helping in the kitchen, etc. 
Where: Up land Manor (CA), Kenbrook Bible Camp (PA), Mes-
siah Vi l lage (PA), Mile H igh Pines Camp (CA), Camp Lakeview 
(Ml), and other places. 
Why: Excitement; new experiences and challenges; spir i tual 
g rowth th rough serving, loving, sharing, and giv ing of yourself . 
How: For more in format ion and an appl icat ion, wr i te to Mrs. 
Gladys Gorman, Director of Summer Service, Box 65, Quincy, 
PA 17247. 
Summer Service is sponsored by the Board of Christian Education of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 





Jay Barnes, Vice President for Stu-
dent Development, received the D.Ed, 
degree from Loyola University at Chi-
cago on January 14. His study investi-
gated "selected changes in alumni from 
the class of 1969 at a Christian liberal 
arts college." His finding: such colleges 
"do have an impact of a lasting nature in 
the lives of their graduates." Dr. Barnes, 
his wife Barb, and their three children 
attend the Grantham Church. 
On the Road 
The Messiah College Singers, directed 
by Dr. Ronald Miller, are presenting 
over 35 concerts in churches and schools 
this year. The response has been enthu-
siastic. One pastor wrote: "The young 
people are a true testimony of the grace 
of Christ. The music was superbly per-
formed." Brethren in Christ students in 
the group are Emily Bulgrien, Jolene 
Byer, Donna Davis, Colleen Lilly, Tom 
Prior, and Melody Royer. 
Another choral group, the 40-voice 
Concert Choir, will be touring western 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, and Indi-
ana during spring break in March. They 
are directed by Dr. Larry Landis. 
Ernest Boyer Authors Book 
Harper and Row has published the 
book, High School: a Report on Second-
ary Education in America, written by 
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer. Chairman of Mes-
siah's Board of Trustees. The book is a 
summation of an exhaustive study on 
high schools made by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, of which Boyer is the chair-
man. The book served as the basis of the 
TV program, "High Schools: A Film 
Essay Based on the 1983 Carnegie Re-
port on the American High School." 
Clippers Needed 
When you see something about Mes-
siah College in your local paper, please 
clip it and send it to the college Com-
munications Office, Messiah College, 
Grantham, PA 17027, along with the 
name and date of the paper. Your help 
will be much appreciated. 
Ctrv 
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You are invited to submi t black and whi te photographs to be 
considered for use in the 1985 Family Act iv i ty Calendar. Wi th a 
work ing tit le of "I mitators of God," the 1985 calendar wi l l con t inue to 
emphasize the 1984-86 General Conference theme, "L iv ing as 
Christ 's Family," and wil l h igh l ight dist inct ive denominat iona l doc-
tr ines and ministries. 
The photographs needed are ones wh i ch i l lustrate the fo l lowing 
general themes/ideas/events: 
—feetwashing and c o m m u n i o n services 
—giv ing of our t i thes and of fer ings 
—a church bui ld ing under const ruct ion 
—new Brethren in Christ churches—focus on people 
—spr ing f lowers in b loom; chi ld(ren) present ing/p ick ing f lowers 
—a fami ly do ing someth ing together—playing, eating, s tudying, 
etc. 
—outdoor recreat ion—camping, summer sports, etc. 
—he lp ing others in need (eg., social service ministr ies, Life Line 
Mission, etc.); help ing the elderly 
—a baptismal service 
—peacemak ing (an activity symbol ic of reconci l iat ion) 
—Brethren in Christ missions—nat ionals and missionaries 
—a Chr is tmas picture i l lustrat ing God's love at work 
Al l pho tographs wh i ch are submi t ted must adhere to these 
specif icat ions: 
1. Photographs must be black and white, of good qual i ty (con-
trast, composi t ion, focus), and enlarged to 5x7 size. 
2. Except as indicated in the list of themes, photos shou ld focus 
on people. 
3. Photos shou ld be of people w h o attend Brethren in Christ 
congregat ions. If possible, they shou ld be ident i f ied by name 
and congregat ion. 
4. Photographers shou ld unders tand that submiss ion does not 
guarantee acceptance. However, for each photo accepted for 
use, the photographer wil l receive $25.00. 
5. The deadl ine for submiss ion is June 1, 1984. Al l photos must 
be accompan ied by the name and address of the pho tog-
rapher and wil l be returned if requested. 
6. Photographs shou ld be sent to: 
Harriet Bicksler 
1803 Mulber ry St. 
Harr isburg, PA 17104 
(717) 233-2359 
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General Conference 
speakers announced 
Dr. Martin Schrag, long-time member 
of the religion faculty at Messiah Col-
lege, will bring the 1984 General Con-
ference sermon on Sunday afternoon, 
July 1. In what traditionally has served 
as the Conference's "keynote address," 
Dr. Schrag will speak on the topic, "The 
Nature of Christ's Family" as reflected 
in Ephesians 1 and 2. (Details on Con-
ference, to be held June 30-July 5 at 
Messiah College, may be found on page 
32.) 
The Conference theme of "Living as 
Christ's Family" will be viewed from 
several different perspectives in presen-
tations given each weekday morning. 
On Monday, Charles Rickel outlines 
"The Mission of Christ's Family" accord-
ing to Ephesians 3. Bishop David Cli-
menhaga on Tuesday explores "The 
Maturity of Christ's Family" as outlined 
in Ephesians 4. Wednesday morning, 
Eber and Ruth Dourte discuss "The 
Behavior of Christ's Family," drawing 
on Ephesians 5-6:9. Concluding the ser-
ies on Thursday will be Bob Hempy's 
exploration of Ephesians 6:10-24, "The 
Strength of Christ's Family." 
A word about the speakers 
Martin Schrag grew up in a Kansas 
Mennonite family. Following three years 
of Civilian Public Service work and 
three years of relief work in India, Pakis-
tan and Java under MCC, he married 
Dorothy Witter (daughter of Brethren 
in Christ bishop Ray Witter) and moved 
to Grantham, Pa., Dorothy having ac-
cepted a teaching position at Messiah 
College. 
Dr. Schrag began his teaching career 
at Messiah College in 1954, teaching 
there since then except for one year 
(1956-57) when he taught at Goshen 
College. He holds earned degrees from 
Bethel College, Mennonite Biblical Semi-
nary, Eastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, and Temple University. A pub-
lished author, he chaired the Religion 
and Philosophy Department from 1968 
to 1978, and served as the Brethren in 
Christ representative to the NAE's So-
cial Action Commission from 1972 to 
1982. He has been nominated to serve 
on the new Board for Ministry and Doc-
trine. Active in the Grantham congrega-
tion, the Schrags have one daughter, 
Lisa. 




tor of the Bethany Brethren in Christ 
Church, Thomas, Okla. A native of 
California, he attended Upland Acad-
emy, Jabbok Bible School, and gradu-
ated from Upland College in 1960. He 
has taken seminary work at Southern 
California Baptist Seminary and at Wes-
tern Evangelical Seminary. 
Before he and his wife Barbara (Bru-
baker) moved to Oklahoma in 1973, he 
had pastored the Bethel Church near 
Abilene, Kan., the Rosebank Church 
near Hope, Kans., and the Chino Breth-
ren in Christ Church in southern Cali-
fornia. They have three sons: Merrill, 
Tim, and Brian. 
Pastor Rickel is presently serving the 
denomination on the Board for Mis-
sions (completing 17 years this summer), 
on the board of directors of Life Line 
Mission, San Francisco, Calif.; as chair-
man of the Midwest Conference Board 
of Extension; and as 
a member of the new 
Board for Evangel-




haga spent his early 
childhood in South-
ern Rhodesia, now 
Zimbabwe, where his 
parents, John and 
Emma Climenhaga, 
were missionaries. After graduating 
from Beulah (Upland) College in 1943, 
he and his wife Dorcas (Slagenweit) pas-
tored in Waukena, Calif., for three 
years. In 1946 they went to Africa as 
missionaries where from 1960 to 1965 he 
served as bishop and general superin-
tendent. 
Upon their return to the States in 
1966, David pastored the Fairland con-
gregation, Cleona, Pa., In 1972, he 
began his service as bishop of the Cen-
tral Conference, living in Nappanee, 
Ind. The Climenhagas have three chil-
dren: Donna (Wenger), Daryl, and 
Denise (Harman). 
Ruth and Eber Dourte are currently 
engaged in family life ministries, which 
include retreats, conferences, family life 
ministries, seminars and private coun-
seling. Eber has served the church in a 
pastoral ministry for 35 years, in the 
Hollowell (Pa.), Upland (Calif.) and 
Lancaster (Pa.) congregations. Ruth is a 
clinical member of the American Asso-
ciation of Marriage and Family Ther-
apy. Both are graduates of Messiah Jun-
ior College and Elizabethtown (Pa.) 
College, and have studied at the Ameri-
can Institute of Family Relations in Los 
Angeles. Eber holds a MRE degree 
from California Baptist Theological 
Seminary, while Ruth has a MA degree 
from the Claremont (Calif.) Graduate 
School. 
Ruth and Eber Dourte Robert Hempy 
Evangelical Visitor 
Eber is executive director-elect for the 
new Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
The Dourtes live near Dillsburg, Pa., 
and have three married children: Ray , 
Esther (Spurrier) and Faith (Spurrier). 
Rev. Robert Hempy is a native Cali-
fornian in his 24th year of pastoral min-
istry. In denominational origin an Evan-
gelical United Brethren, he is concluding 
nine years as pastor of the Upland 
(Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church. He is 
under appointment as pastor of the 
neighboring Alta Loma congregation 
beginning in June. 
In addition to pastoral duties, he is 
pursuing the Doctor of Ministries degree 
at Fuller Seminary and is involved in a 
counseling ministry as a state licensed 
counselor in California. A published 
author, he enjoys speaking at colleges, 
conferences and retreats. He is a member 
of the Brethren in Christ Board for 
Missions. 
With his wife Barbara, they have one 
married daughter, Beverly; a married 
son, Brad; a son, Byron, senior at Mes-
siah College; and Bret, who is a junior 
high student. 
Recommended reading 
The following books have been re-
commended by the Conference speakers 
as helpful reading prior to General 
Conference: 
Gods New Society: The Message of Ephe-
sians, by John R. W. Stott (InterVarsity 
Press, 1980). Written on a popular level 
by a leading British evangelical. The 
Epistle to the Ephesians, by F. F. Bruce 
(Fleming H. Revell, 1966). A verse by 
verse exposition; solid scholarship writ-
ten in a popular vein. (Recommended 
by Martin Schrag.) 
The Emerging Church, by Bruce Lar-
son and Ralph Osborne (Word Books, 
1970). Chapters such as "Defining 
Goals," "Discerning Opportunities," and 
"Dreaming Dreams" help us grasp the 
meaing of mission of God's family. 
(Recommended by Charles Rickel). 
Pillars of Marriage, by Norman 
Wright (Regal, 1979) A study of the 
pillars which support a wholesome mar-
riage relationship, presented in a back-
ground of scripture. (Recommended by 
Eber and Ruth Dourte.) 
Authentic Christianity, by Ray C. 
Steadman (Word Books, 1975). A fresh 
look at the new covenant in Christ and 
the power he provides to live as God 
intended—a theme especially developed 
in chapter 3. (Recommended by Robert 
Hempy.) • 
stewardship 
Stewardship and Finance Office Serving the Church 
The Commission on Stewardship and Finance through its offices (Uni-
ted States and Canada) provides a variety of help to church ministries, 
congregations and individuals. Here are some of the ways we have been 
able to help individuals: 
• provided financial investment counsel to a recently widowed church 
member; 
• helped a pastor find a way to recover overpayment of federal income 
taxes; 
• offered estate planning counsel to a seminary student regarding his 
most valuable asset—his children; 
• assisted new Christians in estate planning who have a divorce in their 
background; 
• conducted family financial seminars from a Christian perspective; 
• reviewed income tax forms for a bishop for possible additional tax 
savings. 
This is just a beginning of an extensive list of services rendered through 
the office. For local congregations we have: 
• done feasibility studies for potential capital fund drives; 
• consulted with pastors concerning congregational long-range plan-
ning and financial support; 
• provided ideas for sources of help in planning for a new addition to 
church facilities; 
• conducted capital fund drives which have gone over the top; 
• met with church boards or stewardship committees for ideas regard-
ing increasing financial support; 
• preached stewardship sermons; 
• conducted will clinics and estate planning seminars. 
Throughout the past year, help has been given to regional and general 
church ministries by way of setting up Cooperative Ministries and Mission 
in the United States and further refinement and promotion of Cooperative 
Ministries in Canada. Specialized services were offered when we: 
• helped Kenbrook Bible Camp successfully complete a debt retirement 
fund drive; 
• produced and used a slide presentation for the mission board; 
• served as consultant to the fund raising counsel of the Christian 
Retreat Center's "Freeing to Serve" campaign; 
• advised the Hymnal Committee concerning their proposed efforts to 
fund a new hymnal. 
Could the staff people of the Commission on Stewardship and Finance 
help you, your church, or your special church ministry? Contact us and we 
will be ready to explore the possibilities. For more information contact: 
Stewardship and Finance Office (U.S.A.) 
602 W. Wingert Drive, P.O. Box A 
Grantham, PA 17027-0901 Phone 717-697-2634 
or 
Canadian Office 
P.O. Box 207 
Vineland, Ontario LOR 2C0 Phone 416-573-4739 
Special Stewardship Seminars at NAE Convention 
Each year the Stewardship Commission of the National Association of 
Evangelicals has special seminars in connection with the annual conven-
tion. This year's convention, March 6-8, held at the Hyatt Regency in 
Columbus, Ohio, is within a day's drive of at least 2/3 of all North 
American Brethren in Christ churches. The program is primarily planned 
for pastors and other leaders of local churches. Dr. David P. McBeth 
represents the denomination on the commission which plans for these 
annual programs. 
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Kevin Ryan Ordained 
On October 30, 1983, Kevin Ryan 
was ordained to the Christian ministry 
in the Zion Brethren in Christ Church, 
Abilene, Kans., where he has pastored 
for the past four years. Bishop R. Donald 
Shafer delivered the message and con-
ducted the ordination service. 
After attending the Salem School of 
the Bible in Brooklyn, New York, Kevin 
graduated from Messiah College in 1979 
with a B.A. degree in religion. His wife 
Gail (Lehman), from Carlisle, Pa., is 
also a graduate of Messiah College. 
They are the parents of a daughter, 
Meghan, and a son, Nathanael. 
Women Alone Feminar 
"God, Me, and Others" 
April 13-15,1984 
Camp Hebron, near 
Halifax, PA 
Speakers: Mrs. Mary Stoner, 
Rev. Paul Hensel 
Special Music: The Sheelers 
Activities: hiking, crafts, games, 
bird hike, volunteer choir 
Registration begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday. The program concludes 
after the noon meal on Sunday. 
For more information, contact: 
Mary Beth Stoner, Secy 
R.D. 3, Box 259 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 
John Day Ordination 
On Sunday, December 18,1983, John 
Day was ordained to the Christian min-
istry. The service was held at the Sherks-
ton Brethren in Christ Church, Sherks-
ton, Ontario, where John is serving as 
pastor. 
The ordination sermon was presented 
by Rev. Roy V. Sider. Associate pastor, 
Rev. Elwood Flewelling, delivered the 
charge, while the service was conducted 
by Bishop Harvey R. Sider. Special 
music was rendered by members of 
John's family, Pat Hannigan and Craig 
Sider. 
This service of ordination confirmed 
the call of God upon John's life nearly 
30 years ago. During high school, he felt 
God might be calling him into the pas-
toral ministry. John, with his wife Bar-
bara, spent a number of years in the 
business world before assuming a posi-
tion with Niagara Christian College in 
1972. In 1979, John became associate 
pastor of the Sherkston congregation. 
Messiah Village is pleased to 
invite you to attend the dedication 
of the new Chapel wing extension 
on Sunday afternoon, April 15, 
1984. 
2:00 p.m. Organ Recital. 




Members of the Air Hill Church, Chambers-
burg, Pa., began the new year by inviting visitors 
to their homes. Members sign up for a given Sun-
day for which they will be responsible to entertain 
any visitors for the noon meal. • The children of 
the Carlisle, Pa., congregation are given opportun-
ity to earn one-half of their camping tuition. Those 
who memorize the required Scripture will be eligi-
ble to receive help in going either to Kenbrook 
Bible Camp or the Christian Retreat Center 
Camp. 
The Iron Springs congregation, Waynesboro, 
Pa., recently held a series of spiritual renewal ser-
vices. The Hartman family ministered both in 
song and word. • A Talent Night was held by the 
Martinsburg, Pa., congregation on a recent Sun-
day night. 
The Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, 
Pa., reports receiving seven persons into fellow-
ship and baptizing two recently. • The Saxton, 
Pa., congregation celebrated its 51st anniversary. 
Guest speakers included Rev. Marlin Ressler, 
Bishop Charlie Byers, and Bishop Alvin Book. 
Atlantic Conference 
The women of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congre-
gation are using Charles Swindoll's book, Three 
Steps Forward. Two Steps Back for their weekly 
Bible study. Other women f rom the community 
are also participating. • Allen and Leoda Buck-
waiter, missionaries with the Far East Broadcast-
ing Corporation, shared recently with the Holden 
Park congregation, Orlando, Fl. 
Twenty-three persons were received into fellow-
ship by the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa. 
Twelve persons were baptized in the same service. 
• The Palmyra, Pa., congregation hosted a Zone 
Rally for the five other churches in their zone on 
Sunday, Jan. 29. Special guests for the evening 
were Darrel and Sherry Brubaker who shared 
several short skits with the group. 
An MCC Rally was hosted by the Skyline View 
congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., on Saturday, Feb. 
4. The program included a 15-minute multi-media 
presentation. • Marilyn Ebersole, on furlough 
f rom Zambia, was the guest speaker at the Speed-
well Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
Rev. John Hess spoke to the men's breakfast of 
the Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont. 
Rev. Hess recently visited Moscow carrying "let-
ters for peace." • On Christmas Sunday, seven 
persons were received into fellowship by the Cross 
Roads congregation. Kitchener, Ont. 
The Rosebank Church, Petersburg, Ont., held 
an informal evening service on Sunday, Jan. 15. 
The congregation was given opportunity to direct 
questions and to share in dialogue with their pas-
tor, John Zuck. • An informal reception and 
time of fellowship was held on Sunday, Dec. 18, 
for the John Days, following an ordination service 





The youth groups of the Amherst and Sippo 
Valley congregations, both of Massillon, Oh., 
sponsored a youth rally for area youth groups. 
Rev. Doug Knowles, an Akron youth and radio 
minister, gave a challenge following a time of 
roller skating. • The Carland-Zion congregation, 
Owosso, Mi., reports the sale of their newly 
printed cookbooks. This was a 4-year project of 
the Helping Hands group in the church. 
Approximately 200 people attended the Christ-
mas program held by the Dayton, Oh., congrega-
tion. • Eleanor Poe, missionary (with her hus-
band) to Nicaragua, shared recently with the 
Northridge congregation, Springfield, Oh. 
The Sheboygan, Wi., congregation honored 
their pastoral couple, Rev. and Mrs. Tyrus Cobb, 
for their 45th wedding anniversary. 
Midwest Conference 
The Christ's Crusaders of the Abilene, Ks., con-
gregation sponsored a cookbook project in order 
to raise money for summer camp and the youth 
retreat. • A dedication service was held by the 
Bethany congregation, Thomas, Ok., for their new 
fellowship hall. Bishop Don Shafer helped with 
the service. 
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., hosted 
the 5th Sunday get-together with the Kansas 
churches on Jan. 29. The film, "Torture for Christ" 
was shown. 
Pacific Conference 
Rev. Henry Ginder shared with the Labish con-
gregation, Salem, Or., for three nights of spiritual 
renewal and a missions report f rom Nicaragua. 
Members of the Upland, Ca., congregation 
were given the opportunity of touring the Clyde 
Narramore Foundat ion in January. The tour 
included lunch and a message by Dr. Narramore. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Alleman: Marsha Sue, Dec. 9; Mark and Max-
ine Alleman. The Allemans are in Voluntary Ser-
vice at Life Line Mission, San Francisco, Ca. 
Bathurst: Toni Erin, Dec. 21; Randall and 
Donna Bathurst, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Brown: Matthew Sidney, Dec. 30; Mike and 
Suzanne Brown, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Brightbill: Gregory Harden, Nov. 20; Kerry 
and Sue Brightbill, Skyline View congregation, 
Pa. 
Burkholder: Chad David, Jan. 15; David and 
Arlene (Keller) Burkholder, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Charles: Melissa Beth, Jan. 12; Marvin and 
Sheri Charles, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Dague: Darci Carol, Dec. 27; Dan and Penny 
(Beck) Dague, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Dick: Sara Elizabeth, Oct. 9; Larry and Bar-
bara Dick, Iron Springs congregation, Pa. 
Eastep: Jonah Michael, Jan. 6; Ron and Patty 
Eastep, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Enders: Megan Janel, Dec. 4; J im and Vicky 
Enders, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Euwer: Derek Lynn, Jan. 1; Dennis and Bar-
bara Euwer, Rosebank congregation, Ks. 
Fretz: Benjamin Roy, Dec. 15; Terry and 
Wendy Fretz, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Fretz: Kevin William, Dec. 26; Mr. and Mrs. 
Glenn Fretz, Silverdale congregation, Pa. 
Good: Adrienne Sue, Dec. 17; Tony and Sue 
Good, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Gura: Joseph Paul II, Dec. 23; Joe and Laure-
lyn (Johnson) Gura, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Hartman: Todd Ronald, Dec. 29; Ron and 
Alice Hartman, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Heinaman: Nathan Charles, Dec. 4; Charles 
and Beverly Heinaman, Maytown congregation, 
Pa. 
Holland: Darren Eugene, Nov. 13; Jeffry and 
Karen Holland. The Hollands are members of the 
Redland Valley congregation, Pa., and are VSers 
at Life Line Mission, San Francisco, Ca. 
Homick: Andrew John, Dec. 23; Paul and 
Lynn Homick, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Johnson: Shane Alan, Nov. 29; David and 
Suzanne (Deppen) Johnson, Mountain View con-
gregation, Co. 
Keagy: Carrie Joy, Dec. 24; Paul and Anita 
(Wingert) Keagy, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Allison, Jan. 4; Steve and Wanda 
Lehman, Palmyra congregation, Pa. 
Logue: Ongoli, Jan. 11; Brad and Wanda 
Logue, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Mater: William Hubert, Jan. 21; Rodney and 
Kathy Mater, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Miller: Lars Andrew, Dec. 5; Rev. and Mrs. 
Clark Miller, Uniontown congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Matthew Lee, Jan. 7; Randy and Susan 
Miller, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Tonya Lynae, Sept. 27; Brian and Lisa 
Miller, Clear Creek congregation. Pa. 
Moyer: Jena Rochelle, Jan. 7; Harold and Alta 
Moyer, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Oldham: Mitchell Allan, Dec. 24; Dean and 
Judy Oldham, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Oser: Amy Michal, Dec. 17; Dave and Phyllis 
Oser, Sippo Valley congregation, Oh. 
Scholtens: Jesse David, Jan. 5; Albert and 
Thiel Scholtens, Berti congregation, Ont. 
Snyder: Daniel John, Dec. 29; John and Susan 
Snyder, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Thompson: Stephanie Melissa, Dec. 23; Burt 
and Leila Thompson, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Thrush: Emily Danae, Jan. 2; Rev. Lynn and 
Carol Thrush, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Wendling: Andrew Lloyd, Nov. 22; Woody 
and Susan (Jonas) Wendling, Grantham congre-
gation, Pa. 
Wynn: Nathaniel Thomas, Dec. 7; Bill and 
Sherry Wynn, Dayton congregation, Oh. 
Weddings 
Bowman-Stiffler: Ruth A., daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Stiffler and Roger D., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Bowman, July 23 in the Clear 
Creek Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Curtis 
E. Bryant officiating. 
Dickens-Fleck: Carolyn Fleck and William E. 
Dicken, Dec. 7 in the Clear Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Curt is E. Bryant 
officiating 
Jones-Welch: Polly Ann, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilbur Welch, Spring Mills, Pa., and Steven 
Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Jones, Cen-
tre Hall, Pa., Dec. 31 in the Green Grove Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Vernon Brandt 
officiating. 
Price-Schreiber: Brenda Schreiber and Brian 
Price, Nov. 26 in the Clear Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Curt is E. Bryant 
officiating. 
Steckley-Crozier: Linda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Crozier, Fort Erie, Ont., and Larry, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Steckley, Ridgeway, Ont., 
Oct. 8 in the Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Dwayne Hulett officiating. 
Tomlinson-Tarrant: Julie, daughter of Norman 
and Edith Tarrant, Niagara Falls, Ont., and Scott 
Tomlinson, Dec. 10 in the Falls View Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Dwayne Hulett officiat-
ing. 
Obituaries 
Bailey: Prescilla Books Bailey, born July 23, 
1897 in Hope, Ks., died Jan. 13, 1984. In 1921 she 
was married to Rev. B. M. Books who preceded 
her in death. In 1975 she was married to Ernest 
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Bailey who survives. Also surviving are two sons: 
Maynard and Virgil Books; three daughters: Jule 
Clausen, Joyce Chamberlain, and Lola Gade; two 
stepsons; two sisters; fourteen grandchildren; and 
eleven great-grandchildren. Rev. Robert Hempy 
and Rev. Alvin Burkholder conducted the funeral 
service. Entombment was in the Bellevue Mauso-
leum. 
Brown: Betty Jane Brown, Hopewell, Pa., born 
March 24, 1944, died Dec. 31, 1983. She is sur-
vived by two sons: Willard and Curtis; and two 
daughters: Bonnie and Carrie. Rev. Blain Kauff-
man conducted the funeral service. 
Engle: Rose Engle, Abilene, Ks., born July 9, 
1915 in Springfield, II., died Nov. 1, 1983. She was 
the daughter of Andrew and Mary Jane Lore. On 
May 31, 1947, she was married to Hiriam Engle 
who preceded her in death on Oct. 1, 1969. She is 
survived by a son, Jay; two stepsons: Eldon and 
Ethan; a grandchild; 14 stepgrandchildren; two 
brothers; and two sisters. She was a member of the 
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Roger 
Charman conducted the funeral service. Inter-
ment was in the Belle Springs Cemetery. 
Harmon: Gertrude E. Harmon, born Dec. 19, 
1894, died Dec. 31, 1983. She was married to 
Harry S. Harmon who preceded her in death in 
Engle: Albert H. Engle, 
Grantham, Pa., born April 
7, 1897 in Englewood, 
Oh., died Dec. 20, 1983 at 
Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg. Pa. He was the 
son of Isaac and Eliza 
(Hesson) Engle. On Au-
gust 27, 1925, he was mar-
ried to Margie Kipe who 
preceded him in death in 
1976. He later married Carolyn J. Hoover who 
survives. Also surviving are two children: Joseph 
H., and Verna E. Bankert; nine grandchildren; 
seven great-grandchildren; a brother, David H.; 
and a sister, Harriet Mann. He was a member of 
the Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ Church. 
He served as pastor of the following Brethren in 
Christ churches: Grantham, Mowersville, and 
Fairview, Pa.; and taught at Messiah College. 
Rev. Ray D. Bert conducted the funeral service in 
the Grantham Church. Interment was in Gran-
tham Memorial Park. 
Tributes 
Throughout the history of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, God has graciously endowed dedi-
cated men of God, who have selflessly invested 
themselves in ministering the gospel and in serving 
their fellowmen. Our esteemed brother, whom we 
honor today, was such a man. We pay tribute to 
Albert H. Engle, overseer, missionary, educator, 
pastor, church administrator, evangelist and 
brother in Christ. His zeal for bringing others to 
Christ, his strong faith, his unselfish love, his devo-
tion to his Savior, his earnest prayer life, his com-
mitment to the body of Christ and particularly the 
Brethren in Christ Church, have been motivation 
for students in the classroom, colleagues in minis-
try and those within local congregations. 
During the last years, in which he no longer was 
in public ministry, he encouraged others with his 
words of wisdom, his life of prayer and the writing 
of Bible-based articles for publication. In August 
of this year he wrote to the bishops, "Now that I 
am not preaching f rom the pulpit very much, the 
Gospel message still burns in my heart and I seek 
1967. She is survived by a son, Dr. Wendell Har-
mon; a daughter, Rosemary Thomas; six grand-
children; and three great-grandchildren. She was a 
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church. 
Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Abilene Cemetery. 
Keller: Effie Keller, born March 30, 1912, died 
Nov. 21, 1983. She is survived by two daughters; 
five sons; thirteen grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. Rev. Wilbur Benner, pastor of the 
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Rev. Lester Misner conducted the funeral service. 
Interment was in the Parklawn Cemetery. 
Kendrick: Allan Kendrick, born May 27,1920, 
died Dec. 28, 1983. He is survived by his wife, 
Isabelle; a daughter, Julia MacMillan, two sons: 
James and Paul; and two grandchildren. He was a 
member of the Port Colborne Brethren in Christ 
Church where he served as deacon and church 
board member for many years. The funeral service 
was conducted in the Port Colborne Church by 
Rev. James Cober and Rev. Ron Campbell. 
Kint: Tressie J . Kint, Fairfield, Pa., died Oct. 8, 
1983 at the age of 87. She is survived by a grand-
son. She was a member of the Iron Springs 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. H. Frank Kipe 
conducted the funeral service. 
expression by way of the printers. The last one, 
'The Way of Holiness,' my wife Carolyn got f rom 
the printer's shop while I was in the hospital . . . 
I am sending you enough for each pastor . . . I 
am not trying to make any money on these. I just 
hope they are a blessing . . ." 
In his private life he has been a kind and loving 
husband, father and grandfather. Brother Engle 
will be remembered fondly by the Cumberland 
Valley congregation in which he was a true 
"Father in Israel" in his last years. The Grantham 
community, where he lived for so many years, will 
miss his cheery greeting, loving concern ano godly 
influence. His memory is etched in the hearts of 
the many to whom he ministered. We thank God 
for giving to us Brother Albert Engle. 
Board of Bishops 
As a pioneer missionary in Kentucky, Albert 
Engle learned to combine witness and service. The 
wide-ranging contacts in Kentucky by the entire 
Engle family left an indelible impact upon the 
people whom they loved and served. 
After 17 years of service in Kentucky, Albert 
Engle served as secretary of the Home Mission 
Board for the next 17 years. As the program of 
home missions and church extension developed, 
he became the board's first executive secretary. 
Brother Engle was an outstanding missionary 
and church administrator. He was loved and 
respected both by co-workers and by the people 
whom he served. He was cheerfully optimistic and 
always grateful for opportunities to serve. He 
enjoyed preaching evangelistically, and also en-
joyed supporting others called to pulpit ministry. 
Truly, he has served faithfully and long, and has 
now entered into the presence of the Lord where 
no doubt the commendation awaited him, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joys 
of the Lord." 
The Board for Missions pays tribute to the life 
of one who internalized so well what both missions 
and service are all about. 
Donald R. Zook, 
Executive Secretary, 
Brethren in Christ Missions 
Kiteley: Florence E. Kiteley, born June 8,1902, 
died Oct. 29, 1983. She was the daughter of Albert 
and Mary Kiteley. She is survived by a sister, 
Anna Kiteley; three nieces; and a nephew. She was 
a member of the Carland-Zion Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. Verle Brubaker conducted the 
service. 
Kreitzer: Paul M. Kreitzer, Camp Hill, Pa., 
died June 22, 1983 at the age of 78. He is survived 
by his wife, Mary; two brothers; two sisters; and 
several nieces and nephews. Rev. Simon Lehman 
Jr. conducted the private graveside service. 
Meyers: Clara C. Meyers; Greencastle, Pa., 
born Sept. 1,1903 in Five Forks, Pa., died Dec. 22, 
1983 in the Waynesboro Hospital. She was mar-
ried to Aaron H. Meyers who survives. Also sur-
viving are a daughter, Edith M. Lesher; a son, 
Rev. E. Martin Bair; five grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; a brother; and three sisters. 
She was a member of the Montgomery Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Lome Lichty and Bishop Charlie 
Byers. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Morningstar: Ralph H. Morningstar, Saxton, 
Pa., born July 21,1912, died July 21,1983. He was 
married to Emma Reba who survives. Also surviv-
ing are four sons: Samuel H., Kenneth R., Gerald 
E., and Ralph W.; a daughter, Ann; twelve grand-
children; and eight great-grandchildren. Rev. 
Blain Kauffman conducted the funeral service. 
Resconsin: Robert B. Resconsin, Everett, Pa., 
born Nov. 2, 1898 in Osceola Mills, Pa., died Jan. 
9, 1984. He was the son of Joseph and Emma 
(McCall) Resconsin. On Jan. 9, 1922 he married 
Dorothy M. Miller who survives. Also surviving 
are two sons: Robert M. and James A.; a number 
of foster children; four grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; and a brother, James. He was a 
member of the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was conducted by 
Rev. Curtis E. Bryant and Rev. Ken Mackie. 
Interment was in Dry Hill Cemetery, Woodbury. 
Stumbaugh: Louise Stumbaugh, Chambers-
burg, Pa., born April 22,1917, died Nov. 25, 1983. 
She was married to Richard Stumbaugh who sur-
vives. Also surviving are a son, Richard II; two 
daughters: Pat and Vickie Rohm; and three 
grandchildren. She was a member of the Antrim 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Wilbur Benner 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in 
Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Wingerd: Reuben Henry Wingerd, Upland, 
Ca., born March 11, 1908 in Hope, Ks., died Jan. 
3, 1984. On Apil 9, 1931, he married Ethel Bert 
who survives. Also surviving are a son, Raymond; 
three daughters: Eloise Bender, Arlene Landis, 
and Delores Powell; three sisters; twelve grand-
children; and eleven great-grandchildren. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert 
Hempy and Rev. Alvin Burkholder. Entombment 
was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Wingert: Clara M. Wingert, Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., born Jan. 22, 1888, died 
Nov. 24, 1983. She was the daughter of Mahlon 
and Emma Garber. She was married to Milton W. 
Wingert who preceded her in death in 1958. She is 
survived by six sons: Chester, Avery, Blaine, 
Raymond, Laban, and Gerald; three daughters: 
Pearl Hostetter, Verda Wolgemuth, and Helen 
Gruber; 36 grandchildren; 35 great-grandchildren; 
and three brothers. She was a member of the New 
Guilford congregation where the funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Maurice Bender and Rev. 
Gerald Wingert. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 





Rich Sider of Lancaster, Pa., has 
recently assumed dual responsibilities as 
Mennonite Central Committee secre-
tary for Central America and as director 
of personnel development. 
Herman Bontrager of Akron, Pa., 
was formerly overseas secretary for all 
of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
He retains responsibility for South 
America and the Caribbean. 
The MCC program in Central Amer-
ica was initiated in 1979 when the Gua-
temalan government asked MCC to 
carry out a long-term development pro-
gram there. Since then MCC has initated 
programs in Honduras, Belize and 
Nicaragua. Presently there are 25 
workers in the region. 
Sider replaces Norman Johnson as 
director of personnel development. His 
assignment in personnel services involves 
coordinating the annual Transcultural 
Seminar and developing recruitment for 
people with leadership and other spe-
cialized skills. 
Sider is no newcomer to MCC. Prior 
to this assignment, he worked as MCC 
country representative in Guatemala for 
four years. From 1977 to 1979, he served 
in Akron as assistant secretary for per-
sonnel services. He also worked with 
MCC in Swaziland from 1974 to 1977. 
Sider and his wife, the former Martha 
Ebersole, attend the Lancaster Brethren 
in Christ Church. They have two chil-
dren, Leigh Anne, 8, and Laura Kath-
erine 5. 
Sider holds a bachelor's degree in 




Rare 1941 Buick donated for relief sale 
Ralph and Avis Brumbaugh, long-
time residents of Upland, CA and mem-
bers of the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church, have donated a 1941 Buick for 
the April 6-7 West Coast Mennonite 
Relief Sale at Fresno Pacific College, 
Fresno, CA. 
The classic 1941 Buick Convertible 
Super with a straight-eight engine and 
duel carburetors is completely restored 
and in excellent condition. 
Along with the car, the relief sale will 
feature antiques and approximately 250 
handmade quilts, comforters and af-
ghans. 
This year the food attractions will be 
expanded. Friday evening, April 6th, 
will begin with the Buffalo Barbeque 
Dinner, food booths and a mini-auction. 
Saturday, April 7th, will feature the tra-
ditional German meal, plus a pancake 
breakfast. Hispanic Mennonite and 
Chinese Mennonite churches are pro-
viding food of their ethnic heritages. 
The First Annual Run for Relief will 
also be held this year. The 10K race and 
two mile fun run will start and finish at 
the Fresno Pacific College Campus. 
The proceeds from this relief sale will 
go to West Coast Mennonite Central 
Committee. MCC is a worldwide relief 
and development agency sponsored by 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches which seeks to provide food, 
clothing and shelter to needy people 
around the world. 
Climenhaga keynotes 
EMS ministers week 
"The modern church can get so caught 
up in its programs and activities that it 
forgets its primary task—to present the 
crucified Christ," Arthur Climenhaga 
said in an address that opened Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary's annual ministers 
week, January 16-19. 
"The message of the cross is the word 
of wisdom we have to offer," said Cli-
menhaga, general secretary of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Although "the 
preaching of the cross" often seems fool-
ish to the unbeliever, it is "a life-changing 
power" the church can claim and use as 
a basis for daily discipleship. 
"The option is ours," Climenhaga 
said. "We can either take up the cross 
and follow Jesus or let it lie there." 
Climenhaga (at left in photo) gave 
evening talks on "Discerning the Wis-
dom of God," "Developing the Mind of 
Christ" and "Depending on the Spirit of 
God" during the four-day leadership 
training school. 
Some 280 pastors, spouses and lay 
leaders from across the United States 
registered for the conference. The week's 
activities went on as scheduled despite 
the Tuesday morning fire that gutted the 
administration building on campus, 
which was being renovated. Participants 
in the conference took an offering Wed-
nesday at their own initiative and raised 
$4,000 in cash and pledges for a new 
rebuilding fund. 
27 
Upland Brethren in Christ host 
MDS annual all-unit meeting 
UPLAND, Calif.—Warm California 
weather greeted Mennonite Disaster 
Service workers who gathered here Feb-
ruary 10 and 11 for the annual MDS 
All-Unit meeting. Workers and officers 
gathered to share stories, worship and 
discuss mutual concerns. 
The God of 
Changed Lives 
CHANGE IN MY LIFE 
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of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
The hospitality of the Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches in southern 
California matched the weather. Meet-
ings were at the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Regional reporting, the backbone of 
the two-day meeting, included the fol-
lowing highlights: 
—Region IV reported on the May 2 
Coalinga, Calif., earthquake that dam-
aged 12,057 homes. MDS has worked 
on over 100 homes. 
—Region III reported on damage in 
Houston and Galveston, 
Tex., from Hurricane Ali-
cia. This seven-county area 
suffered $1.8 million in 
losses and 22 lives lost. 
—A disaster of a differ-
ent nature sent MDS work-
ers to chicken houses in 
Lancaster County, Pa. 
Here 252 flocks have been 
infected by the Avian Influ-
enza and some 11 million 
birds have been extermi-
nated. MDSers are assist-
ing in the clean-up of af-
fected poultry houses. 
—Ed Eby of Miami, 
Fla., a longtime MDS volunteer, intro-
duced Barbara Smith of San Bernar-
dino, Calif., whose home was burned in 
the 1981 fires. She said that MDS 
workers helped her put "her life back 
together as they rebuilt her house" and 
expressed the hope that she would be 
able to serve others in a similar way. 
—Waldo Neufeld and Joan Barkman 
of MDS Manitoba acted out typical dif-
ficulties faced by workers in a skit called, 
"How Not to Do MDS." 
Mervin Dick, pastor of the Butler 
Ave. Mennonite Brethren Church in 
Fresno, spoke on the theme of servant-
hood at a Friday evening banquet in a 
hanger at the nearby Ontario airport. 
He said that motivation for service 
should come from gratitude to God for 
His grace. People in need are ready to 
listen to MDSers when their "hands are 
dirty" from work, he said. MDSers 
preach sermons with their hands. 
Don Bengston, director of Coalinga 
(Calif.) Christian Disaster Response, 
addressed the group earlier Friday, say-
ing that when "MDS leaves, a commu-
nity will have experienced God in a new 
way." He challenged MDS to overlook 
differences with other groups for the 
sake of a unified witness. 
Clarence Kropf of Lebanon, Ore., 
chairman of the Resolution Committee, 
presented a conference resolution, which 
was passed after lively discussion. The 
resolution expressed appreciation to the 
meeting's California hosts. 
It also urged MDS to be more sensi-
tive to the needs of families experiencing 
crises, to avoid excluding others by 
overemphasizing the "Mennonite" qual-
ity of MDS and to include more youth 
and women in MDS All-Unit meetings. 
Egon Hofer of Dinuba, Calif., pre-
sented a new slide set, "The Killer Storm 
of 1982: One Christian Response." This 
audiovisual tells about the overall work 
Participants talk together during a break at the annual 
MDS All-Unit meeting held in Upland, Calif., February 
10 and 11. 
of MDS, while focusing on the Bay 
Area mudslides of 1982. Jerry and Barb 
Friesen of Portland, Ore., presented a 
short audiovisual on the youth squad 
program in Hawaii following Hurricane 
Iwa. 
Jake Swartzendruber of Goshen, Ind., 
reported on Menno Net programs, 
through which almost 300 Mennonite 
amateur radio operators assist MDS. 
Tom Lehman, chairman of Menno-
nite Pilots Association, reported on the 
efforts of this new organization to make 
its members available to serve MDS. 
Syd Reimer was reelected to a third 
two-year term as chairperson of the 
MDS Section. Myron Schultz was re-
elected as fifth member of the executive 
committee. 
The MDS Section met one day earlier 
than the All-Unit meeting. Section mem-
bers agreed that MDS should develop 
some resource materials to better orient 
both short-term and long-term volun-
teers to MDS assignments. 
Region II will host the 1985 All-Unit 
meeting at Archbold, Ohio, February 8 
and 9. —Lynn Roth, MCC West Coast 
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Seminarian's open letter 
Greetings in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Though miles of plains, 
hills, mountains, and oceans separate us 
f rom one another, yet Christ—the 
Head— nourishes us and joins us to-
gether as one body. 
For those of us who presently find 
ourselves in seminary, the bond is evi-
dent and felt; body life is dynamic. The 
church has shown its interest in us 
through warm visits from administra-
tive personnel and through the financial 
support it provides to those training for 
full-time Christian ministry. Yet, per-
haps beyond these, there are avenues 
individual congregations can pursue to 
strengthen the bond between the wor-
shipper in the pew and the student in the 
classroom. Allow me to suggest three 
such avenues, some of which are surely 
being practiced at present. 
PRA Y. Pray for those currently en-
rolled in seminary. As we converse 
among ourselves, we discover the many 
wonderful and unique ways in which the 
Lord answers prayer. Prayer is such a 
vital part of the Christian's experience. 
Recurringly throughout his epistles, Paul 
stresses the importance of prayer among 
those in the fellowship of faith. The first 
two weeks in seminary were very diffi-
cult for Laura and me. We found our-
selves to be two lonely and questioning 
people, far removed from the comforta-
ble surroundings of home. It was the 
prayer support of a concerned and car-
ing congregation that strengthened us. 
Seminary families are encouraged in 
knowing there are individuals and con-
gregations praying for them by name. 
As they work through new and difficult 
issues, as they continue to struggle with 
prioritizing the demands on their time, 
and as they learn how to live on less, the 
prayer ministry of fellow Christians is 
extremely meaningful. Let them know 
of your support. 
PROVIDE. Provide each person of 
your congregation with opportunities to 
know those students in preparation for 
Christian ministry. There are various 
means and methods of carrying this out. 
Pictures could be posted in your home 
or church facility of those students from 
your conference. Notices could be placed 
in bulletins or newsletters giving infor-
mation of specific student families along 
with a prayer reminder. If the students 
become well-known to the body, it is 
highly likely that a prayer ministry will 
ensue. People pray for those in the body 
they are aware of and know something 
about. It would make the experience 
more meaningful to both congregation 
and student if the student were made 
aware of this supportive ministry. 
PLAN. Plan for seminarians to share 
in the life of your congregation. Many 
students are eager to proclaim what the 
Lord has been doing in their lives, what 
new and exciting wonders they are 
learning and experiencing. What better 
place for them to contribute than in a 
Brethren in Christ church. Again, var-
ious options are open to willing congre-
gations. Ministry weekends in which a 
team of students lead in a Sunday wor-
ship experience would provide the stu-
dents with valuable practicum and the 
congregation with a growing encounter. 
Consider approaching a seminarian to 
fill the pulpit while your pastor is on 
vacation. Or, if the pastor is due a sab-
batical, look to utilizing a seminary stu-
dent for an entire summer. These are but 
a few ways congregations can partici-
pate in providing students with a bal-
ance between academic pursuit and prac-
tical experience. 
Those of us in seminary are in a 
period of preparation which leads to a 
lifetime of growing and learning. Part-
nership with the church in this lifelong 
pursuit will be enriched as it begins to be 
strengthened even now. 
Craig E. Sider 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
Wilmore, Kentucky 
Christian schooling—why wait? 
I was interested to read the articles on 
the Great School Debate in the Febru-
ary Visitor. I give full support to the 
article on the Christian school by Rhoda 
Carr. Our three children attend a Chris-
tian school and my husband teaches in 
the Junior High department there. 
In John Sider's article promoting 
public education, I would like to com-
ment about his statement that he did not 
want his children to grow up like shel-
tered hothouse plants. This argument is 
often used against Christian schools. As 
good gardeners know, the purpose of 
the hothouse is to produce not weak, but 
strong plants; not artificial, but real 
plants. When prepared hothouse plants 
are transplanted to the real environ-
ment, they are able to grow and flourish! 
The assumption should never be made 
that because a child attends a Christian 
school, he will not have opportunity to 
witness or to take a stand for right. 
Many times it is more difficult to stand 
firm in a setting with Christian youth 
than it is in a setting with nonchristians. 
In recalling my own experiences, I found 
it more difficult at times to stand for the 
right thing when I was associating with 
peers from church than I did in the pub-
lic school, where most of my classmates 
were nonchristians. 
I would also like to comment that 
many Christian schools have a very high 
quality of education, as reflected in part 
in national test scores. Many of these 
schools offer a variety of extracurricular 
activities and give opportunty for partic-
ipation in sports, music, and drama. It is 
true that the state-supported schools 
with required tax funding can afford 
things like swimming pools, elaborate 
gymnasiums, well-equipped cafeterias, 
and expensive laboratories. But more 
and more parents are prepared to trade 
these for a greater emphasis on moral 
and spiritual training, and a mastery of 
the basic skills. 
The big disadvantage of the Christian 
school is the cost problem. Parents are 
doubly burdened when required to pay 
tuition for a Christian education. I feel 
that many more would choose a Chris-
tian education for their children but 
simply cannot afford the added finan-
cial burden. 
I'm sure the author believes in Mes-
siah College and other Christian col-
leges and universities. But couldn't some 
of the reasons for supporting public 
schools—as opposed to Christ ian 
schools—be applied as well to secular 
colleges and universities? 
I believe in and support Messiah Col-
lege and I know many others of our 
denomination do the same. But why 
wait until a child is 18 before allowing 
him the advantages of Christian educa-
tion? Doesn't he deserve an education 
which embodies the whole person with 
the whole truth? 
Fern Steckbeck 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
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On Latin America 
I follow with much interest the arti-
cles and letters in the Visitor concerning 
the turmoil and unrest in Central Amer-
ica, especially as they relate to Nicara-
gua. As we read these articles, a couple 
of things should be kept in mind. 
First, it must be understood that these 
articles are written from the point of 
view of North Americans whose real 
understanding of the situation in Cen-
tral America is usually secondhand at 
best. 
Secondly, I have often noticed, to my 
interest but not surprise, that where 
Nicaraguan persons or organizations 
are quoted for the purpose of making a 
point on the state of affairs in this Cen-
tral American country, the same sources 
are almost always cited. 
And third, it should be remembered 
that the Evangelical Visitor is an inter-
national magazine with a mailing list 
including more addresses than just those 
in Canada and the United States. With 
this in mind it should not be too difficult 
to understand that it is not expedient to 
print the total picture as all of our for-
eign brethren may see it. 
Chuck Musser 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
A glimmer of light 
"Ready for More Cooperation, But 
not for Merger" by Don Ratzlaff (Janu-
ary 1984 issue) was one of the most heart-
ening articles of recent times in the Vis-
itor. I have often wondered why it is 
necessary to have at least 18 separate 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
groups, each one stressing a minor theo-
logical difference, that keeps us from 
presenting a more effective and united 
witness for the gospel. 
The new "convergence of alliances" 
referred to by Ross Bender could indeed 
serve to enrich our fellowship and broad-
en our Christian witness. Perhaps one 
day even the word "merger" might be 
looked upon without suspicion, but 
rather with the hope of laying aside our 
differences and moving forward to a 
new and brighter day for the traditional 
Peace churches. 
I am eagerly and hopefully looking 
forward to the proposed cooperative 
events, as mentioned in the article, for 
the years 1985, '87 and '89. 
Harvey M. Miller 
Grantham, Pa. 
Aw, shucks . . . 
We continue to enjoy each month's 
issue of the Visitor. Even though I don't 
have time to read all the periodicals and 
papers which come into our home, this 
is a magazine which I read from cover to 
cover regularly. . . . The magazine is 
comprehensive in its coverage, well 
thought-out, thought-provoking, inform-
ative, and highly interesting. 
Mrs. Robert H. Smith 
Souderton, Pa. 
Qrjesitrjus 
Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you 
everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
I wish you could have seen and heard 
all the excitement here several Sundays 
past. Everyone—almost everyone—was 
caught up in one great event—the Super 
Bowl football game. It wasn't just the 
non-Christians, mind you, it was the 
Christians too. I was sure many pastors 
felt guilty for slating anything on the 
church calendar that Sunday evening. 
In fact, one minister told his people, 
"I'm sorry to take you away from the 
Super Bowl game, but I will try to make 
the sermon worth your while." He did, 
too. How is that for competition? 
But their interest goes much further 
than just being spectators. That alone 
wouldn't profit much. They are caught 
up in being participants in all kinds of 
physical fitness. Millions of people are 
jogging regularly. Many more walk for 
exercise. Health clubs are booming. 
School schedules are filled with sports. 
Churches have ball teams and on the list 
goes . . . exercise, run, jog, j u m p . . . . 
Back to the Super Bowl game. You 
could tell by watching it that football is 
no game for anyone who will not give it 
everything he's got. When I talked with 
the people about it, they said that is true 
of all athletic games and exercises. Each 
one calls for strength, balance, training 
and self-discipline. They even told me 
that exercise helps to control stress and 
tension. It sounded so great that I asked 
myself why you, Paul, wrote to Timothy 
that "bodily exercise profits (only) a lit-
tle." Then I remembered you continued 
with "godliness profits more." Were you 
saying that bodily fitness has value, but 
spiritual fitness is much more important? 
Now, I'm all for athletics. I believe we 
should keep the body which God gave 
us in tiptop condition. But there is a 
shocking disparity between many Chris-
tians' commitment to physical exercise 
and what often passes for commitment 
to spiritual fitness. Should not the disci-
ple of Christ run the Christian race with 
the same dedication being given to phys-
ical conditioning? Should not the moti-
vation to serve Christ be as strong as the 
desire to kick a field goal? Or to jog three 
miles? Or to run the marathon? 
When I thought to write you about 
this, I remembered that many of your 
metaphors were taken from athletic 
games (which makes me think you liked 
athletics, too). You made it clear that 
physical fitness benefits only this life, 
while spiritual fitness carries the prom-
ise of eternal life. You admonished, "run 
the race well," "run to obtain the prize," 
make every effort to keep spiritually fit, 
lay aside every weight, use discipline, 
exercise, run, read, pray, o b e y . . . . 
Paul, we all here need to be reminded 
that in the Christian race there is room 
only for those who joyfully give them-
selves to life's challenge with the concen-
trated effort of an athlete bent hard on 
winning. 
Onesimus 
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Instruments of peace 
The machine gun. The bomber. The submarine. 
Each of these weapons was thought by its 
designer to be such an "ultimate weapon," capable 
of causing such terrible destruction, that its very 
existence would bring peace to the world. Thus 
reported a recent segment of "A Walk Through the 
Twentieth Century," a public television program 
hosted by Bill Moyers. The program documented 
the fact that with each new weapon, society's scru-
ples against its use soon evaporated. Since each 
weapon made warfare more efficiently deadly, a 
way was quickly found to justify its use. However, 
as one observer noted in summary, "with each new 
'weapon of peace,' the world edges closer and closer 
to the weapon that will annihilate mankind." 
Or does it? 
"The sovereignty of God will prevent a nuclear 
war f rom ever destroying the world." I heard a 
Brethren in Christ evangelist categorically state this 
opinion within the past year (a view I've heard 
elsewhere as well). The clear influence is that we 
need not be frightened by the prospect of nuclear 
war, nor particularly motivated to work toward 
reducing the nuclear threat. God, somehow, will 
prevent a nuclear conflagration f rom occurring. 
I would not for a moment want to deny the 
sovereignty of God. However, this view of God's 
sovereignty seems to border on the irresponsible. 
Indeed, I would argue that God's people, as salt and 
light in the world, are among the principal instru-
ments God uses in bringing to pass his sovereign 
will. 
In this connection, William Carey comes to 
mind, an eighteenth century cobbler-preacher in 
England who had a deep concern to share the gos-
pel in the far corners of the world. What was the 
attitude of many of his contemporaries? In the 
words of one fellow minister, "Sit down, young 
man; when God wants to convert the heathen, He'll 
do it without your help or mine." 
I certainly hope that few Visitor readers hold that 
view of missions and evangelism. Like William 
Carey, missionary to India (and instrumental in the 
birth of modern missions), we realize that proclaim-
ing the good news of salvation to all people is our 
responsibility. Similarly, should we not be seeking 
to determine how God would use us, his people, in 
bringing about reconciliation in our world? 
We rightly want to avoid the error of optimisti-
cally assuming that we, by our own effort, can put 
an end to all conflict. That is not realistic; greed, 
hatred, mistrust, pride, and self-interest (to name 
but a few causes of conflict) are too pervasive in our 
fallen world. But in properly avoiding that error, we 
are in danger of falling into the opposite error, 
pessimistically assuming that any effort to resolve 
any conflict situation (ranging from interpersonal 
to international) is from the start doomed to fail. 
Proponents of this view fail to understand that 
proximate justice can be reached in our world; that 
at least partial, yet genuine, reconciliation often can 
be realized. 
But what can I do? I am but one person. The 
answer, I submit, is the same as in carrying out our 
responsibilities for evangelism and mission. We 
start where we are—in our homes, congregations, 
neighborhoods—learning to be peacemakers, becom-
ing skilled at helping to resolve small conflicts. And 
we follow our Lord as opportunities open up for us 
to join with brothers and sisters in a larger ministry 
of reconciliation. (The first 11 pages of this issue 
provide helpful insights into this process.) 
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called the sons of God" (Matthew 5:9). Let 
us make this our aim: 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is discord, union; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
—St. Francis of Assisi 
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General Conference is for the whole family! Activities will 
be provided free for children through age 11 as follows (note 
the changes from previous years): 
Children under age 3: Supervision will be provided Satur-
day and Sunday afternoon and evening, during all three 
sessions on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and on 
Thursday morning. 
Children age 3 through 11: A teaching program and 
recreation will be provided during the morning and after-
noon sessions on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and for 
the morning session on Thursday. No evening care provided 
for this age group. 
Children may be taken to designated areas 15 minutes 
before the beginning of Conference sessions. They will need 
to be picked up promptly at 11:30 a.m., 4:30 p.m., and 9:00 p.m. 
A full program of activities for youth age 12 and over is 
being arranged by the Board of Christian Education. More 
information on this later. 
An 11:00 p.m. curfew (subdued conversation in rooms) 
will be observed each night of Conference. All persons should 
be in their rooms by that hour unless involved in approved 
activities elsewhere. 
If you plan to attend either the Missions Conference or the 
General Conference, be sure to fill in the registration form 
which appeared in the January Evangelical Visitor. You can 
get extra copies from your pastor, or simply make photo 
copies. Fill out a form for each man, woman, and child, and 
mail the registration before May 20, 1984. Those attending 
evening sessions only need not register. 
Many people are overlooking parts of the registration 
form. Be sure to fill in the following numbered blanks: 5, 13, 
the days under 20, 28, 29, and 30 or 31 or 32. Also don't 
overlook 38 if you are traveling by air. 
When you receive your confirmation and send in your 
check to cover your expenses, do NOT return the confirma-
tion slip. Bring that along with you to General Conference. 
Be sure to indicate on or with the check whose registration(s) 
the check covers. 
All air-conditioned apartments are already taken, and the 
air-conditioned dormitory will likely be filled by the time this 
article is published. Please note this when you register. 
All arrangements for off-campus lodging will need to be 
made privately. Be sure to make reservations on public carri-
ers early because of the holidays. 
Display space is available at $10 per 8-foot module. Make 
out the check to General Conference and send your request to 
the Convention Director, indicating if an electrical outlet is 
needed. 
The first Conference session is on Saturday, June 30, at 
1:00 p.m. Registration at Conference is on Friday evening 
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon. The final Conference session is scheduled to 
conclude at noon Thursday. 
For additional information, refer to the three previous 
issues of the Evangelical Visitor. If more information is 
needed, contact Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027 or call 
(717) 766-2621. If no answer, call 766-8914 (Ken Mark resi-
dence) and leave a message. 
Youth at Missions 
Convention 
That's right! The Brethren in Christ Missions Convention 
is being planned with youth in mind. Workshops specially 
geared for youth will help them learn how to decipher God's 
will for their lives, make them more aware of how they can be 
involved in missions now, and show them what possibilities 
are available for service in the future. An exclusive youth and 
missionaries social will allow the young people to meet and 
interact with present, former and future missionaries. And a 
youth choir will allow the young people to use their talents to 
minister to others. 
Giving our young people a missionary vision is our goal. 
We are therefore encouraging churches to bring many of their 
youth. Many missionaries trace their callings to their teen 
years at missions conferences. 
If you will be lodging or eating any meals at the Messiah 
College campus immediately before or during the Missions 
Convention, it is essential that you pre-register before May 
20. Use the General Conference form found in the January 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor or request one from your 
pastor. Complete the entire form, being sure to mark "yes" in 
Block A, #5. Indicate the meals and housing you will need 
during the Missions Convention in Blocks E, F and G by 
circling the before Conference dates. 
All the information on the General Conference registration 
form applies also to the Missions Convention. If attending 
both conferences, remember to completely pay the bill for 
both with one check. 
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